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I Funny by James Patterson J F PAT 

Resolving to become the world's greatest stand-up comedian despite less-than-funny 

challenges in his life, wheelchair-bound middle school student Jamie Grimm endures 

bullying from his mean-spirited cousin and hopes he will be fairly judged when he en-

ters a local comedy contest. 

Middle School, The Worst Years of My Life by James Patterson J F PAT 

When Rafe Khatchadorian enters middle school, he teams up with his best friend, "Leo 

the Silent," to create a game to make school more fun by trying to break every rule in the 

school's code of conduct. 

House of Robots by James Patterson J F PAT 

Fifth-grader Sammy Hayes-Rodriguez struggles to fit in when his inventor mother re-

quires him to take her latest creation, a robotic 'brother,' to school with him to learn to 

become a student  

Public School Superhero by James Patterson J F PAT 

In Kenny Wright's active imagination he's a world famous superhero, but in the real 

world he's a sixth grade "Grandma's Boy" whose struggles to fit in at his Washington 

D.C. inner city school will put his grades and family loyalty to the test. 

A Tale Dark & Grimm by Adam Gidwitz J F GID 

In this mischievous and utterly original debut, Hansel and Gretel walk out of their own 

story and into eight other classic Grimm-inspired tales. As readers follow the siblings 

through a forest brimming with menacing foes, they learn the true story behind (and 

beyond) the bread crumbs, edible houses, and outwitted witches.  

Sidekicks by Jack D. Ferraiolo J F FER 

Batman has Robin, Wonder Woman has Wonder Girl, and Phantom Justice has Bright 

Boy, a.k.a. Scott Hutchinson, an ordinary dude by day and a superfast, superstrong side-

kick by night, fighting loyally next to his hero...despite his doubts about the social bene-

fits of wearing yellow tights. Scott begins to question his role. How long can he stay on 

the sidelines and still hope to have a life?  

NERDS by Michael Buckley J F BUC 

While running a spy network from their elementary school, five unpopular misfits com-

bine their talents and use cutting-edge gadgetry to fight evil around the world. 

Frogged  by Vivian Vande Veld J F VAN 

When almost-thirteen-year-old Princess Imogene is turned into a frog, she puts into 

practice lessons from the book, The Art of Being a Princess, as she tries to become her 

less-than-perfect self again. 

Dork Diaries: Tales from a Not-so-fabulous Life              

     by Rachel Renee Russell  J F RUS 

Fourteen-year-old Nikki Maxwell writes in her diary of her struggle to be popular at her 

exclusive new private school, then of finding her place after she gives up on being part 

of the elite group. 

Schooled by Gordon Korman J F KOR 

Since he was little, Capricorn Cap Anderson has lived on a farm commune and has been 

homeschooled by his hippie grandmother, Rain. When Rain is injured in a fall, Cap is 

forced to attend the local middle school. Although he knows a lot about Zen Buddhism, 

nothing has prepared him for the politics of public school.  

Frindle  by Andrew Clements J F CLE 

Nick Allen has has plenty of ideas. Who can forget the time he turned the classroom into 

a tropical island? But now Nick is in Mrs Granger's class, it looks like his days as a trou-

blemaker are over. 

My Life As a Joke by Janet Tashjian J F TAS 

Derek Fallon discovers all the angst that comes with being twelve--he just wants to feel 

grown up, but life gets in the way with a series of mishaps that make him look like a 

baby  

Nothing But Trouble by Jacqueline Davis  J F DAV 

Two smart girls in one small town use their combined genius to liven up their world--

one prank at a time. 

Guys Read: Funny Business by Jon Scieszka J F SCI 

A collection of humorous stories featuring a teenaged mummy, a homicidal turkey, and 

the world's largest pool of chocolate milk. 

Zen & the Art of Faking It  by Jordan Sonnenblick  YA F SON 

Upon moving to a new town yet again, thirteen-year-old San Lee looks for a way to 

stand out and finds it in his knowledge of Zen Buddhism, but he will have some work to 

do if he is to be a convincing Zen master  

Boys Don’t Knit by Tom Easton  YA F EAS 

After a brush with the law, Ben, a dyed-in-the-wool worrier, must take up a new hobby 

and chooses knitting, an activity at which he excels but must try to keep secret from his 

friends, enemies, and sports-obsessed father. 


