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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Recreation and Open Space Summary
The Cranberry Plan, the Township’s long-range comprehensive plan, lays the groundwork for the future of
Cranberry Township and serves as a guide for how we will grow over the next 20 years. As an outgrowth of The
Cranberry Plan, this Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan focuses on how to maintain and enhance
the quality of life for Cranberry Township residents, businesses, and institutions. The previous Parks & Recreation
Plan articulated the Township’s role to host Community Park opportunities and build a comprehensive system
through public/private partnerships. Almost 20 years later, we affirm the fact that Cranberry Township can best
serve the people who live and work here with Community Parks. We say this because the Community Parks are
large enough to accommodate tot lots, playgrounds, and smaller scale recreational amenities in addition to a
large number of sports fields and larger recreation areas. Therefore, the Community Parks provide a critical mass
of recreational opportunities. Further by maintaining 5 larger parks (versus hypothetically 15 smaller parks) the
maintenance, programming, and administrative costs can be managed to be extremely efficient and effective.
The title of this Plan is broad in its scope. It encompasses:

Topics Covered
RecreationAndOpen
SpacePlan2012

Parks
Recreational Areas

Parks & Recreation Programs
Open Space & Greenways
Pedestrian and Bicyclist Mobility

SIDELINES

The Plan is comprehensive in its view toward 2030 (and
beyond). Yet, much needs to be accomplished over the
next 18 years to enhance the current system of green
areas of Cranberry Township, and to continue to provide
a Cranberry Township that is built for the people that
live and work here. Input collected through an online
survey, public meetings, and stakeholder interviews
helped to paint a clear picture of what Cranberry Township parks and recreation is now and needs to be in the
future. This Plan will be reviewed annually and updated
every 5 years to ensure that the recommendations and
goals established here continue to accommodate the
community.

Great communities don’t just happen. They require a guiding vision for the future
and a sustained set of strategies for bringing that vision to reality. This Recreation
and Open Space Plan outlines Cranberry’s vision for the future of its parks, recreation
facilities and programming, open spaces, and bike and pedestrian network, while
sharing strategies for how that it can come to fruition.
Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The overall goals identified by this Plan are :

RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE PLAN GOALS

•
•

•

Maintain and improve the quality of life in Cranberry Township,
as it relates to leisure and recreation
Strengthen the position of Cranberry Township as a distinguished leader in the provision of a diverse and attractive park,
recreation, and open space system
Cultivate an appreciation and education of the outdoors and our
natural environment

While our corner of Butler County is well positioned to share the park and recreational resources with the Seneca
Valley School District, adjoining municipalities, Butler County, neighborhoods, and the private sector, we reached
out to various stakeholders to focus on what Cranberry Township offers or could offer. As a result, we believe
that several value-added measures merit attention. In order for Cranberry Township to grow sustainably with a
balanced “green infrastructure” and strong economy, we believe that it is appropriate to consider the following
items:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Improve and enhance existing community parks
Expand recreation programs to provide a variety of options
Build a comprehensive bike and pedestrian connections network
Consider the needs of all geographic areas of the Township
Provide for new facilities within or near existing parks to better
diversify the park and recreation network
6. Consider the recreational needs for persons of all ages and
abilities
7. Balance park and recreation opportunities in sync with demand
8. Provide for a more enjoyable and complete sequence for
navigating the parks and recreation areas
9. Consider creative ways to fund the proposed parks and
recreation improvements
10. Explore interrelationships between these recreation and open
space activities, and other related initiatives in Cranberry
Township
11. Maintain strong partnerships with sports and other related
associations to provide programming, organized activities and
maintain/build facilities
12. Provide for additional “creature comforts” such as shade trees,
passive open space, better walkways, and pedestrian gathering
areas
1.2
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The policy of improving existing Community Parks flows from our overall park acreage needs assessment.
Population projections indicate that Cranberry Township will be home to 50,000 residents by 2030 (compared
to 29,000 in 2012). The Township will need ample amounts of recreational land to meet the needs of its growing
populace. Estimates set forth in this Plan indicate the need for additional facilities such as tennis and basketball
courts and picnic shelters. After we performed our needs assessment, a number of questions have been asked
and answered in this report, such as:
Would any existing parks and recreational areas benefit from an expansion?
Yes, perhaps when opportunities arise to
provide additional buffer areas around parks or
enable an existing park to better accommodate
new recreational facilities as recommended by
this Plan.
Which of the existing parks and recreational areas should be redesigned to
provide for better opportunities and experiences?
Community Park and Graham
Park, in particular.
Should the private sector step-up to provide urban open space in the southern portion
of Cranberry Township, in the form of pedestrian gathering areas, plazas, and the like?
Yes, in ways depicted in Sections 7.7.1 - 7.7.2 in this plan, which
describe the various types of recreation spaces, including urban
plazas.
Where could a new indoor recreational facility
focusing on indoor sports fields be located?
In Graham Park or in North Boundary Park.
Where should new facilities, like tennis courts be located?
A few can be accommodated in
Graham Park, as shown in the
Master Plan for Phase 2.
How can existing high quality park and recreational facilities better serve park users as the population grows?

PLAY CALLS

By engaging in an enhanced on-going
maintenance and renewal program.

X
X
O

X

X X
X X X X X X
O
O OOOO O
O
O O

“My wife and I were walking with the kids around Graham
Park the other day, and we both talked about how lucky we
were to live in a place with such great parks and recreation.”
Comment posted on www.facebook.com/cranberrytwp
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
To what extent could programs be expanded to appeal to a diverse population?
By filling the gaps for teens, adults, and others
and by offering programs that appeal to residents
not interested in sports, such as cooking, art, and
nature courses.
How can open spaces be conserved whenever properties are
privately developed?
By designating increased minimum percentages of properties
for natural resource conservation, and for public space,
whenever compact development is proposed as PRD, TND
and the like.
How can connections be made to link pedestrian and
bicycle routes to existing routes and park?
By implementing the
Township’s Bicycle and
Pedestrian Connections Plan,
linking key destinations, such
as neighborhoods, businesses,
the Municipal Center, and
places of employment.
Could additional indoor (non-field) recreational space
be “housed” within the Municipal Center?

To what extent does recreation benefit our community?
By improving personal health,
contributing to our economy
and other ways described in
sections 2.4 through 2.4.4 of the
Cranberry Township Recreation
and Open Space Plan.

Yes, in the southwest
corner of the building, and in the space
currently occupied
by the Library if the
Library is relocated
to another site, as per
The Cranberry Plan
recommendation.

These questions and answers are amplified throughout this report. We hope you enjoy reading all of it, including
the Appendices!
Now comes the challenging part. Now we need to determine how to make our dreams come true. This Plan tells
the story of how we view the possibilities and opportunities for parks and recreation system enhancement. We
trust that you agree. We seek your support in assisting us to reach our goals. We believe that Cranberry will be a
better place to live, work, and play, if we work together on the greening of the Township!

SIDELINES
1.4

This Plan is owned by the community. Successful Implementation will hinge on
continued citizen involvement and public/private partnerships .
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The Big Picture
Cranberry Township is committed to providing a diversified network of facilities and programs for our parks and
recreation areas throughout the Township. In addition, we seek to balance these more active opportunities for
persons of all ages, with passive open spaces and greenways. We see the complete network of opportunities
as a public-private partnership, whereby Cranberry Township continues to offer and grow our system, while
Homeowners Associations, the Seneca Valley School District, private organizations, and others also branch out.
The primary places where Cranberry Township
continues to focus is on our Community Parks and
special use facilities including:

PLAY CALLS

•
•
•
•
•

Community Park
Graham Park
North Boundary Park
Municipal Center
Cranberry Highlands Golf Course

This Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan
focuses on our Community Parks, with an eye toward
how other nearby parks and recreational facilities
allow us to round-out opportunities for those who
reside and/or work in Cranberry Township.

“With Cranberry Township being one of Pennsylvania’s premiere communities, it’s a
refreshing privilege to be part of a group of volunteers and business people working
with the local government striving to plan a realistic future development for the parks
and public recreation. This aspect of community planning and foresight is what helps
Cranberry
Township maintain its appeal.”
X
X

X
O

X X
X X X X X X
O O OOOO O
O
O O

Bill Thompson
Recreation and Open Space Plan Citizens Advisory Committee
and Planning Advisory Commission
The reason we use a short title of “Comprehensive Recreation and Open
Space Plan” is to be comprehensive, and to attempt to “leave no stone
unturned”. In so doing, we have addressed:
•
•
•
•
•

Parks
Recreation
Open Space
Greenways
Pedestrian & Bicyclist Mobility

Overall, it should be noted that Cranberry Township realizes the importance of Recreation to its residents,
businesspersons, and visitors. For many years, we have been growing the parks and recreation system,
enhancing our parks, and offering and expanding recreation programs.
Based on this Plan, we intend to further “raise the bar” on how parks and recreation contributes positively to the
quality of life in Cranberry Township! In this regard, please see pages 2.5.1 to 2.5.6 for additional details on the
“Benefits of Recreation”.

SIDELINES

A strong parks and recreation network enhances the community’s goal to be a
great place to live, work, and play.
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INTRODUCTION
The Cranberry Plan
Cranberry Township Board of Supervisors adopted our Township-wide Comprehensive Plan on April 2, 2009. The
Cranberry Plan, a Long Range Comprehensive Plan for Shaping Cranberry Township, was recognized in 2009 by
the Pennsylvania Chapter of the American Planning Association as the “Outstanding Community Comprehensive
Plan”. We received the 2009 Daniel Burnham Award (named after distinguished Planner Daniel Burnham
who planned many cities, towns and parks in the first half of the 20th Century). More importantly, the plan is
recognized by citizens, community leaders, and Township officials as the guidepost for the community’s future.
As The Cranberry Plan looks forward to 2030, it sets the stage for this Recreation and Open Space Plan. In fact,
The Cranberry Plan sets forth many ideas and recommendations that allowed us “to hit the ground running” for
this Recreation and Open Space Plan. The Cranberry Plan includes recommendations for such items as:
•

Overall community development

•

Open space and natural resources

•

Parks and recreation

•

Regionalism

This Plan is consistent with The Cranberry Plan, and includes linkages to it in Section 3.1 and Appendix C-2.
For more information on The Cranberry Plan please check out:
http://www.cranberryplan.org

SIDELINES
2.2

The success of The Cranberry Plan was based in large part to the Citizens Advisory
Panel (CAP). Following the Township’s tradition of meaningful stakeholder
involvement, this Recreation and Open Space Plan was shaped and guided by a
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC).
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Areas of Emphasis
Guided by a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources (DCNR) Community Partnerships Program, administered
in part through the Butler County Parks & Recreation Department, we have
emphasized:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Parks – facilities and programs
Recreation – opportunities and needs
Open space – possibilities and prospects
Greenways – conditions and ownership
Pedestrians – mobility and linkages
Bicyclists – mobility and linkages

Relative to looking toward the future, we have considered the next 10 to 20
years. Therefore, we have wondered about important items, such as:

The Township received
generous funding support
from Pennsylvania’s
Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources for
the completion of the
Recreation and Open Space
Plan in partnership with
Butler County Parks and
Recreation.

a. What will the Recreation and Open Space needs be in 2020 and 2030?
b. How can Cranberry Township continue to offer quality facilities and programs as the primary service
provider?
c. What role(s) should the Private Sector take for providing complementary types of recreational facilities and
opportunities?
d. Where will new recreational facilities, activities, programs, and opportunities be needed?
e. What ancillary features will be needed in the park system (such as Wayfinding signage, overall park signage,
shade trees, bicycle racks, community gardens, etc.)?
f. What partnerships will be needed to gracefully grow the parks and recreation system?

PLAY CALLS

g. How can we finance the growth of the parks and recreation system?

SIDELINES

“I will never take another tree or water fountain for granted as I now know
how much effort went into the thoughtful planning of the features we have at
our parks. It is also impressive to see how forward thinking the Township is
in planning not only for the near term future of Cranberry but
X
X
also 30 + years into the future.”

X

O

X X
X X X X X X
O O OOOO O
O
O O

Erin McClymonds
Recreation and Open Space Plan Citizens Advisory Committee

The Cranberry Plan asked the question “What do we want to be when we grow up?”
Because the Township is projected to be largely built-out by that time, the Recreation
and Open Space Plan asks the question “What should our parks and recreation
network look like when we are grown up?” The recommendations made throughout
this plan help us ensure that Cranberry’s parks and recreation opportunities will be
thriving in 2030.
Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan
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INTRODUCTION
Time Horizons
The recommendations we received from the community, as well as from our own research and observations of
this plan will take us to the future of parks and recreation in Cranberry Township. Recommendations are offered
throughout this report and are organized in tiers representing options for implementation –
Tier 1: Implementation in 1 – 3 years - changes that will improve safety, save money or generate
revenue within a short timeframe.
Tier 2: Implementation in 4 – 8 years - changes that bring substantial benefit to the community,
enhancing Cranberry’s public profile and overall parks and recreation network, over a mediumlength period.
Tier 3: Implementation in 9 – 20 years - changes that are more visionary and costly in
traditional economic terms, but may either (1) be more feasible in the relatively near future with
changes in partnerships, technologies and markets, or (2) be worth investing in now because of
community benefits, and the enhanced leadership profile that they will bring.
When reviewing the various recommendations set forth in this plan, two overarching actions were seen as
common themes – Sustain and Grow. “Sustain” calls to our belief that Cranberry’s parks and recreation system is
currently quite good. The Township hosts fine parks and recreation facilities and offers a variety of programs for
residents to enjoy. Sustaining these programs and keeping them lively and active while fulfilling a need within
the community should be our primary goal.
Given that Cranberry is a rapidly growing community whose population expansion shows no signs of
stopping, many recommendations will express the need to “Grow” certain facilities or program offerings. These
recommendations focus on specific areas where facilities and/or programming gaps exist and expansion is
necessary.
Overall, we consider this report to be a workbook (somewhat like a cookbook). Much of the detailed data
appears in the Appendix in alphabetical form for ease of access. As new data and information becomes available,
we will be in position to create specific updates to the Appendix (thereby keeping the document fresh).
In the end, Section 9 provides the grand summaries for each component.

SIDELINES
2.4

The three-tier system allows the recommendations to be clearly organized;
however changing circumstances may allow or require any particular
recommendations to move from one tier category to another.
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Benefits of Recreation
In Cranberry Township, the home for “Recreation
and Open Space” is found at, in, and around: Parks;
Playgrounds; Greenways; Trails; the Municipal Center;
Schools; Cranberry Highlands Golf Course; and other
open spaces.
What is the value of Recreation and Open Space? What
are their benefits? Who benefits? Before we answer
these questions, it would first be appropriate to ask:
“What is Recreation”? The term recreation stems from
“recreate” – to impart fresh life to; to refresh physically
or mentally; to create anew. Recreation, per se, is the
refreshment of one’s mind or body, after activity, that
amuses or stimulates. In a word, it means “Play”. Parks
and open spaces provide these opportunities.
Recreation is an activity that refreshes and enriches the
body, the mind, and the spirit. Recreation promotes
health, strength, and physical and mental welfare. In
community planning, opportunities to live, work, and
play are often studied, analyzed and planned. In The
Cranberry Plan, goals to promote diverse and varied
opportunities to live, work and play are mentioned on
many occasions.

Center host these opportunities. Even the roads and
thoroughfares are emerging as desirable locations
for “driving for pleasure”, be it in the northeast
agricultural setting, the northwest golf course
setting, the emerging avenues with streetscape
enhancements, and the close knit (and pedestrian
scaled) neighborhood streets. Non-motorized travel
is also gaining in popularity along trails, bike lanes,
greenways, sidewalks, and pathways.
The National Recreation & Parks Association produced
a “white paper” in 2010 pertaining to the benefits of
Recreation. Six (6) main areas were addressed:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Physical health
Mental health
Social functioning
Youth development
Environment
Financial impact

In his book “Great Good Place”, author Ray Oldenberg
explores the “third place” as the Great Good Place. The
first place is where we live. The second place is where
we work. The third place is where we play. Oldenberg
contends that we go to the park and the pub, the
game and the golf course, the sporting event and the
swimming pool, in order to experience the “third place”,
or Great Good Place. The parks, recreation, and open
space system of Cranberry Township, therefore, can be
considered the Great Good Place!
In Cranberry Township, we offer opportunities for
recreation for young and old, fit and infirm, male
or female, resident or businessperson. Places like
Community Park, Graham Park, North Boundary Park,
Cranberry Highlands Golf Course, and the Municipal

SIDELINES

Cranberry’s sustained growth, young and diversifying population, and
attractiveness to businesses of all sizes is due in large part to the community’s robust
recreation and open space system.
Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan
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INTRODUCTION
A summary of the latest research on these six subjects
is provided below, along with some examples specific
to Cranberry Township.

Physical Health
More than one-third of adults in this country are
clinically obese and the statistics for children are just as
grim – one-third of American
children are overweight and
one in six is obese. Obese
children are two to three
times more likely to be
hospitalized. It is an epidemic
with complex aspects. Yet, it
is clear that increased physical activity is an important
part of the solution.
Leisure is the part of life where the most physical
activity should occur. While exercise trends come and
go, people tend to stick with physical activities that
they enjoy most. Parks provide the venues for these
activities–organized sports, running, biking, gardening,
hiking, and
swimming, among
many others.
Benefits can be
derived just from
a lasting view of
natural spaces.
In some cases, a
green environment
can provide
physiological
benefits beyond
those derived
directly from
physical activity. A
study of glucose
levels in diabetic
individuals

SIDELINES
2.5.2

Cranberry Township by the
Numbers - Employee Access to
Nature

Major employers in Cranberry
Township – like Mine Safety
Appliances and Westinghouse –
recognize that employees need
a space to exercise and connect
with nature in order to maintain
the mental health they need to
perform in their work. All of the
7,000 plus employees at
Cranberry Woods Business Park
have an opportunity to take
a stroll and clear their minds
during the work day, and the
incorporation of sidewalks and
natural areas in the office park
demonstrates that this is a high
priority for the employers.

revealed that
exposure to
Cranberry Township by the
nature has a
Numbers - Get Moving
unique impact
The Township maintains nearly
on physical
20 miles of trails for walking,
health: Diabetic
running or biking, and the Parks
and Recreation Department
individuals
offers more than 15 group
taking 30-minute
exercise classes covering a
walks in a forest
variety of disciplines.
experienced
lowered blood
glucose levels far more than the same amount of time
spent doing physical activity in other settings. The
half-hour forest walks resulted in larger drops in blood
glucose than three hours of cycling. Similarly, other
studies have shown that patients in hospital rooms
with a view of nature generally recover more quickly,
require less pain medication, and have fewer postsurgical complications than patients in rooms with
urban views. Exposure to nature clearly has a soothing
effect on our bodies, and parks and open spaces
provide this.
A report from the Trust for Public Land shows that
people exercise more when they have access to parks.
This is meaningful because the same report indicates
that only twenty-five percent of American adults are
getting the amount of physical activity they need,
and this lack of exercise results in many health issues.
In Cranberry, easy access to parks can help increase
exercise and reduce health issues in our residents.

Mental Health
In addition to enhancing physical health, the presence
of community parks
and tree-lined streets
promotes psychological
well-being. Numerous
studies demonstrate that
access to green views and

Many communities treat parks and recreation as an afterthought. Fortunately,
since the mid-1990’s Cranberry Township officials recognize the significant
community benefits provided by parks and have continued to build partnerships
that invest in a high-quality recreation system.
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INTRODUCTION
environments can improve cognitive functioning,
impulse control, resilience to stressful life events, and
overall mental health. Conversely, studies report
a link between low nature access with increases in
attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), clinical
depression, stress, and anxiety.
In addition to the anecdotal calming benefits of a
walk in the park, there is ample scientific evidence
reinforcing the notion that green access reduces stress
and anxiety.

Social Functioning
Throughout all of history, human beings have lived in
or around nature. In 1900, 87 percent of the world’s
population still lived in rural areas, and it was only in
the last 100 years that people have migrated to cities.
While municipalities provide their residents with
economic, educational, and cultural benefits, their
design often overlooks the fact that human beings are
hardwired to live closely with nature.
One of the best examples of this is New York City’s
Central Park. In the mid-1800s, New York City’s
population quadrupled in size. Residents were
clamoring for
as much green
space as possible
Cranberry Township by the
to counteract
Numbers -Park Attendance
the congestion
This desire for a connection to
of city life. From
nature and community is
this outcry for
demonstrated in Cranberry
Township through our park
a public space,
attendance rates:
Central Park was
Graham, Community, and North
born. That was
Boundary Parks: These parks
the United States
combined for a total attendance
of 455,610 in 2010 and
in the 1800s–in
460,839 in 2011.
the 21st Century,
The Waterpark: The Waterpark
parks and green
had an average attenance of
space are all the
nearly 700 people per day
more urgently
during the seasons between
2007 and 2011.
needed.
When people
are connected to
nature, it contributes to feeling less isolated and less
focused on themselves. As a result, they become more
eager to form connections with their neighbors. A

greater sense of community and social ties emerge, as
do increases in generosity, trust, and civic-mindedness.
Loneliness, aggression, and crime decrease.

Youth Development
Communities
across the country
Cranberry Township by the
recognize their
Numbers -Youth Development
responsibility to play
Programs
a role in nurturing
Teen Leadership Camp: The
the development
Township offers a Teen
of their adolescent
Leadership Camp at North
Boundary Park which provides
residents in the form
Cranberry teens with important
of building cognitive,
development skills including
social, and emotional
teamwork, responsibility,
respect, planning, creativity,
skills that will allow
problem solving, and
them to contribute
observation. Nearly 300 teens
to society as they
between the ages of 13 and 15
grow older. Many
have participated in this camp
from 2010 to 2012, with an
municipalities are
average annual participation of
recognizing that
91 people.
resources can be
more effectively
utilized if youth
are perceived as resources to invest in, rather than
problems to be policed.
Parks and recreation agencies have unique
advantages that support the development of life
skills in adolescents. Adult-supervised, structured
park programs can provide the types of activities that
allow adolescents room to develop positive social
relationships, learn conflict resolution, build on
academic success, and become more civic-minded.
Park programs can help youth build optimism, selfconfidence, and a sense of autonomy.
Parks are particularly useful to youth development
because natural environments have positive effects on
self-discipline and resilience, a particularly important
skill in certain neighborhoods. The stronger a young
person’s ability to resist distraction, the better his or
her chances are of getting good grades and avoiding
drugs and alcohol. Studies show that children living in
greener environments are more resilient and respond
better to such stressful life events as family strife,
divorce, and bullying.

Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan
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INTRODUCTION
Environmental
Fredrick Law Olmsted, the founder of American
Landscape Architecture, described New York’s Central
Park as the “lungs of the city”. Scientists recently
confirmed the important role that urban parks serve in
improving air quality. These parks contain more than
370 million trees, which improve air quality through
air-pollution removal, carbon storage and removal, and
temperature reduction.
Poor air quality affects 127 million people in the United
States: aggravated respiratory and cardiovascular
disease, decreased lung function, increased severity
of respiratory
symptoms, and
increases in cancer
Cranberry Township by the
Numbers -Greenhouse Gas
rates. Senior
Inventory
citizens and
In 2009, Cranberry Township
children are at
conducted a Greenhouse Gas
higher risk for air
Inventory with assistance from
several professional consultants.
pollution-related
The report showed that the
health effects.
Township was responsible for
Community parks
around 460,000 tons of carbon
dioxide in 2007 (the baseline year
play a major role in
for our study). Carbon dioxide is a
combating these
greenhouse gas which contributes
problems.
to increased temperature and
unhealthy air quality. Following
the Greenhouse Gas Inventory,
the Township developed action
items to reduce the levels of
these emissions, which included
an increase in tree coverage.

Tree-dense parks
also help to reduce
air temperature.
Because of the
heat island effect,
cities are generally
warmer than their surrounding areas. Consequently,
summer heat waves can be more serious, even deadly.
More than 600 Americans die each year from exposure
to extreme heat. Parks provide city dwellers with some
measure of cooling relief during heat waves.

Financial Impact
It is clear that parks have a tremendous economic

SIDELINES

2.5.4

impact. Their positive effects on physical health,
mental health, social well-being, youth development,
and the environment all have real monetary benefits in
the long-run.

Indirect Economic Impact
By promoting physical activity, parks are one of the
most direct ways to put a dent in the approximately
$147 billion direct and indirect costs of the obesity
epidemic. Spending on parks is one of the most costeffective ways to lower long-term health expenditures.
Even a small increase in spending can provide
significantly increased amounts of physical activity,
studies show.
Parks provide a
Cranberry Township by the
sizable economic
Numbers -Attendance Revenue
impact related to
Recreation and Open Spaces
the environment.
produce revenue for the Township:
It is estimated
The Waterpark: Membership sales
generated a total of $1,119,271
that the carbon
between 2007 and 2011 with an
dioxide storage of
average of over $220,000 per
urban trees in the
year.
Cranberry Highlands Golf Course:
continental United
The golf course generated a total
States store is worth
of $1,436,442 between 2008
approximately $16
and 2010 with an average of
billion. These same
$478,814 per year.
trees provide an
annual benefit of
about $5.6 billion by
removing pollutants from the air.

Direct Economic Impact
Parks provide other direct economic benefits to local
governments. Larger parks – and specific-use facilities
like golf courses – attract tourists who spend money
in nearby hotels, shops, and restaurants. Even modest
facilities attract visitors for events such as high-school
athletic tournaments. The greenery of parks can also
improve the property values of nearby homes, which
increases tax revenues. A variety of studies

Recreation opportunities in the Township not only benefit our residents - the
people that work here enjoy public and private recreation facilities where they
can play ball, go for a walk, or just enjoy nature during their lunch hour. This
improves personal health and benefits the local economy by attracting businesses
who want to locate in places where their employees have a healthy place to work
and live.

Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan

INTRODUCTION
demonstrate that urban parks, natural areas, golf
courses, and preserved open spaces positively affect
property values. For example, several reports have
shown that home buyers are willing to pay an average
of five percent more for a home that is located near
a well-maintained park or protected open space.
Similarly, proximity to a golf course has been shown
to add a premium of between five and 21 percent,
further enhancing the tax base. These communities
attract more buyers too, according to a report by the
American Planning Association. Sixty-five percent of
potential homebuyers surveyed in this report said they
would move to a particular community if it had nice
parks. Another report states that across the country,
“easy access to parks and open space has become a
new measure of community wealth.”

PLAY CALLS

In addition to attracting residents, communities with
available parks and recreational opportunities attract
more businesses too, therefore creating more jobs
and further adding to the community’s tax base. One
article states that “regions have begun to see the
environment as a source of economic competitiveness,

quality of life, and talent attraction.” A report from
the Trust for Public Land shows that CEOs of large
corporations choose where to locate their business
based on quality of life for employees, which includes
access to parks. This factor ranks third for corporate
CEOs, but it ranks first for owners of small businesses,
who say that parks and open space are the highest
priority in choosing where to locate their business.
This shows that business owners know what their
employees are looking for in a community, and that
they are willing to move to the right location in order
to provide it.
Further supporting the claim that parks attract new
business and talent, a report prepared for the R.K.
Mellon Foundation states that natural and recreational
amenities are “absolutely vital in attracting knowledge
workers” to a community. The report goes on to say
that environmental quality has become a “prerequisite
for attracting talent,” and that “corporations have led
the way in establishing a new relationship between the
environment and economic competitiveness.”

“The amenities of a community are very important in the selection of a home location. Our
region is largely made up of families who are relocating due to employment. These folks are
moving away from their extended families and Cranberry Township provides the atmosphere
to meet others and allow the newcomers to blend in quickly. Children and adults alike are
provided avenues to make new friends and make a smooth transition. Not only does
Cranberry Township meet the needs of all ages, it has proven to be a good real estate value,
unlike so many other areas of our country. As a long time resident and member of the real
estate community, it is my pleasure to introduce newcomers to Cranberry Township and all it
has to offer!”
X
X

X
O

X X
X X X X X X
O O OOOO O
O
O O

Ann Reale
Recreation and Open Space Plan Citizens Advisory Committee;
Prudential Preferred Realtor

Summary
Nationwide, there are more than 12,000 local park and recreation departments that manage over 105,000 public
parks. It is often unrecognized just how important a resource these parks are for their communities.
Parks and recreation departments are one of the leading weapons in the battle against obesity. They benefit
local residents’ psychological well-being by reducing anxiety and depression, and increasing resilience and
concentration. Parks help young people build necessary life skills and help adults function as part of the social
community. Parks improve the local air quality and help the overall environment. Finally, through attendance,
tourism, healthcare savings, attracting new businesses, and increased property values, parks add substantially to
the local economy.
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INTRODUCTION
All these benefits help the bottom line of Cranberry
Township. In fact, each of the Community Parks plays
a special role in contributing to the quality of life in
Cranberry Township as outlined below.
Existing Benefits: Some of the existing Benefits can
be experienced at:
• Community Park – a great place to picnic, play
games, relax, and walk the dog;
• Graham Park – a great place for field sports and for
our children to learn about sportsmanship;
• North Boundary Park – a great place to swim
and get refreshed, as well as perambulate on an
extensive loop trail system;
• Municipal Center – a great place to experience
our town square, at the “crossroads” of our library,
parks department, and administrative offices; and
• Cranberry Highlands Golf Course – a great place to
continue to “learn how to drive”.
Proposed Benefits: In addition to the Existing
Benefits, some of the Proposed Benefits are anticipated
at the following locations:

SIDELINES
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• Community Park –
new opportunities
Through attendance,
on the adjoining
tourism, healthcare
Lindner Tract (see
savings, attracting new
Appendix L);
businesses, and increased
• Graham Park –
property values, parks add
new opportunities
substantially to the local
economy.
in the Phase
2 Recreation
Campus (see
Appendix G-2);
• North Boundary Park – new opportunities in the
form of a possible Activity Center Building;
• Municipal Center – new outdoor opportunities
around the perimeter of the building, and new
indoor programs; and
• Cranberry Highlands Golf Course – new
opportunities with an expanded Banquet facility.
If you have not yet had an opportunity to experience
our parks and recreational areas, we urge you to spend
more time enjoying these leisure environments!

The Township’s Sustainability Principles include – Be Distinctive, Be
Prosperous, Be Healthy, Be Engaged, and Be Committed. Cranberry’s parks
and recreation network adds to its community character, making it distinctive
from other localities. The Township encourages healthy living and works to
protect the community’s natural environment. Residents were engaged in the
creation of the Recreation and Open Space Plan, providing input throughout.
Further, Cranberry is committed to the sustainable future of the community’s
parks and recreation facilities and natural resources. Visit www.cranberrytownship.org/healthycranberry for more information.

Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan

BACKGROUND
BACKGROUND
Building Upon The Cranberry Plan
In April 2009 the Cranberry Township’s Board of Supervisors unanimously
approved a new Comprehensive Plan that was developed over a period
of several years, with the guidance of a Citizens Advisory Panel (CAP). The
Cranberry Plan guides Township’s policies and legislative agenda, it projects
that we will likely reach full buildout by 2030. Developed with extensive input
from local residents, the plan is comprehensive, detailed, and flexible and sets
an aggressive agenda to sustainably shape the future of the Township through
2030.

The Preferred Growth
Scenario from The
Cranberry Plan projects
population growth in the
year 2030 to reach
approximately 50,000.

Civic Engagement (The Cranberry Plan) – Parks and Recreation

PLAY CALLS

Citizens of Cranberry Township provided a steady stream of valuable information to The Cranberry Plan Steering
Committee through the Citizens Advisory Panel (CAP). CAP members helped Township planners focus on the
issues of the greatest interest to the people whose lives would be most affected by the resulting plan. One of
the primary focus areas of the CAP was parks and recreation in the Township. The CAP noted “When people
relocate they seek quality of life amenities, and as Cranberry continues to grow there will be an increased need
for additional facilities, programs, greenways, and open space.” The CAP recommendations regarding parks,
recreation and open space guided and were incorporated into this plan’s recommendations.

X
X
O
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The CAP noted that when people relocate they seek quality
of life amenities, and as Cranberry continues to grow there
will be an increased need for additional facilities, programs,
greenways, and open space.

The Cranberry Plan led to the development of the Recreation and Open Space Plan,
and the process was completed in much the same way. The finished
product is the result of countless hours of research and observations, as well
as extensive community input.
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BACKGROUND
GOAL 12

GOAL 13

Cranberry desires to be a community with indoor and
outdoor recreational opportunities and broad offerings,
including structured and unstructured activities, to meet the
evolving needs of a diverse community, to achieve this goal
we will:
•Provide recreational programs that meet the needs of all
ages
• Provide facilities that accommodate structured and
unstructured activities
• Provide a variety of offerings that include facilities and
programs that are accessible to all citizens and business
persons
• Provide parks that are well maintained
• Provide a comprehensive system of interconnected
pedestrian sidewalks, trails, and bike paths that link
people and neighborhood to important community
facilities
• Be responsive to changing recreational trends
• Be proactive in identifying the recreational needs of the
community

Cranberry will be a community with a
network of linked open spaces
accessible to the public which
preserves open space and creates
passive recreational opportunities, to
achieve this goal the Township will:
• Create a plan for creating an
interconnected network of open
spaces
• Provide adequate public access to
open spaces
• Be proactive in our efforts to
identify critical links for connected
open space
• Be flexible in our approach to
protection and ownership of open
space

Completing this Comprehensive Recreation
and Open Space Plan was the primary
recommendation and required next step
identified in The Cranberry Plan to achieving the
overall recommendations related to recreation
and open space based on the preferred growth
scenario.
12 A:
• Lay the ground work for a possible Official Map
identifying trail connections
• Connect parks through trails and sidewalks (see
section 8.1)
• Identify future needs for park land (see page
6.2.5)
• Perform detailed analyses of recreational
programming for all ages and abilities (see pages
6.3.1 - 6.3.3).
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12B
• Complete a detailed bikeway feasibility study
(this was accomplished in 2011; see Appendix
P-4)
12 C:
• Refine the Phase 2 Graham Park Master Plan (see
Appendix G-2)

Throughout the Cranberry Plan process, parks and recreation issues were
consistently identified as high priorities by the community, particularly bike
and pedestrian connectivity.
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BACKGROUND
Parks & Recreation
In Cranberry Township, we have a long history of providing municipal supported recreational opportunities to
both residents and businesspersons. The first origins of this occurred at Community Park. Initially our Township’s
flagship recreational facility, Community Park is an active recreation space that offers a variety of facilities for a
wide array of users and age groups.
As the population base has grown, and thus the demand for additional recreation space, we took a proactive role
in meeting this increased demand. Today, we operate a total of three full-fledged community parks: Community
Park, North Boundary Park, and Graham Park. In addition to the parks, we have a variety of indoor recreational
facilities at the Municipal Center, providing year round opportunities for programs as well as educational and
cultural opportunities. The geographic locations of these facilities allow for easy access by all Township residents
to one or more convenient locations to play sports, participate in programs, enjoy nature or just relax. All four
locations are near the geographic center of the Township. Graham Park, the Municipal Center, and Community
Park are to the west of Route 19 and North Boundary Park is to the east of Route 19.
To further diversify recreational opportunities, we have created Cranberry Highlands, our Township owned
eighteen hole golf course that is open to the general public .
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BACKGROUND
Population density is an important factor in determining park access, particularly when discussing access
to parks by foot and bicycle. The southwest quadrant of the Township has the most dense concentration of
residents (please refer to the Population Density Map below). This area has a population of approximately 9,500
and the most residential units per acre. It is an important mix of residential units, including some of the oldest
housing stock in Cranberry - small-lot, post-World War II homes, to some of the newest residential units in the
Park Place and Bellevue Park - smaller-lot mixed use, traditional neighborhood developments. Fortunately, this
southwest quadrant is well served and offers access to Graham Park, which will get even better when planned
bicyclist and pedestrian connections are constructed. The Haine School complex also includes recreation
facilities provided by the Seneca Valley School District that are accessible by this segment of the population .
Considering the importance of “close to home” recreational opportunities for higher density neighborhoods, it is
fortunate that this area has access to a variety of public, school district, and private park and recreation areas. In
addition, with proposed non-motorized trails and sidewalks, residents here will be able to better access the green
network of Cranberry Township. The existing and proposed recreational amenities will add to the overall quality
of life for the southwest quadrant.
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BACKGROUND
Found at all three community parks and at the Municipal Center are a variety of recreational features that meet
the active needs of Cranberry Township. A multitude of fields meet the needs of active sports participants, as
do the courts and trails found within the parks. Several unique features also distinguish the park system. A dog
park, located at Lindner Field within Community Park is a unique feature and one that was developed to meet the
need of a very specific user group. Much in the same way, the skate park located behind the Municipal Center, is
a well-used asset providing skaters of all ages a safe place to practice their sport.
Based on the current population, when compared to national recommendations for community recreation
facilities, we are meeting the current needs with the exception of courts facilities such as basketball, volleyball
and tennis. Although each of these facilities is provided within the Township park system, there is a potential
need for additional facilities, especially as we look toward 2030. (For more information, see sections 6.7.1- 6.7.3.)
In addition to the extensive recreation system, we offer both residents and the business community, an equally
extensive list of programs throughout the year. Many of the programs offered utilize the facilities available within
the parks, specifically the athletics oriented and/or outdoor camps. Many of the programs offered take place
within the Municipal Center, where the Township hosts a variety of classrooms that allow for a whole host of
programs to take place.
Reaching out to community members of all ages and abilities is a key mission of our Cranberry Township Parks
and Recreation Department, whose staff is tasked with developing, advertising, managing, administering, and
conducting each program.
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Visiting the parks at various times of day and during different times of the year, one
finds that Cranberry’s parks and recreation facilities are almost always in use, whether
it be by walkers and sports teams at the community parks or individuals meeting to
socialize at the Municipal Center.
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BACKGROUND
Open Space & Greenways
Open space as addressed in this Plan consists of several different attributes:
o

The undeveloped portions of existing public parks that are unprogrammed, such as woodland or
a meadow (these areas being devoted to passive recreation opportunities such as nature study)

o

Designated private open space areas within residential neighborhoods such as Planned
Residential Developments (PRDs), Traditional Neighborhood Developments (TNDs), and other
developments

o

Active and protected agricultural lands

o

Private properties that have natural resource conservation areas in the form of stream valleys,
wetlands, woodlands, and the like (that along with the above open spaces collectively form the
greenway network of Cranberry Township)

All open spaces, undeveloped properties, and agricultural lands offer benefits
to those who live and work within the Township. Parks, open space, and trails
enhance property values and provide access to recreational opportunities.
Communities and their economies suffer without these support systems.
Open space provides vital opportunity for natural resources and ecosystems
as well as enhancing the value of surrounding properties.

2,088 acres of protected
open space currently exists
in Cranberry Township and
3,298 acres are projected,
to be added by 2030.

Currently within Cranberry Township 2,088 acres of open space (or
approximately 14 percent of the total land area in the Township) is
protected through public or private means. In the late 1990s we amended our development regulations to
require increased open space as part of the design and development process for residential developments.
This change has lead to a significant amount of open space in Cranberry Township. Further, in implementing
recommendation 13A from The Cranberry Plan, the
amount of required open space has increased in early
2012, as required by ordinance amendment 2011-422.
In addition, for the purposes of this Plan, the calculations
of open space relate to three separate categories
including private protected open space, public
open space, and protected agricultural lands. These
designations allow the Township to better identify the
specific purpose and the continued preservation of the
open space. Open space presents significant recreational
opportunities for bicycle and pedestrian linkages
between residential developments.
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More compact, pedestrian-oriented, mixed-use development, as
recommended by The Cranberry Plan, provides more opportunities to protect
open spaces for public benefit and ecosystem enhancement.
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BACKGROUND
Private Protected Open Space
Over 1,800 acres of open space are located within various residential developments throughout the Township.
Many of the private developments provide un-programmed open space for residents to leisurely enjoy. This
space privately preserved by the various Home Owners Associations also presents various opportunities for
future bicycle and pedestrian connections between developments. Please refer to Appendix P-2 for a listing of
private open space acreage and amenities by residential development.
				
There over 1,800 acres
Public Open Space
of open space throughout the Township located
Public open space is located within the Township-owned parks. A significant
portion of Graham Park consists of open space including wetlands, trails, and
within various residential
flood plains. The proposed second phase of the Graham Park Master Plan is
developments.
also comprised of additional un-programmed open space. Approximately 30
percent of North Boundary Park consists of undeveloped open space.
There is also a smaller portion of Community Park that remains undeveloped open space with the potential to
serve as connectors for community trails. This un-programmed open space allows residents to enjoy passive
recreation within our park system.
In addition to open space within the Township’s parks, the Township
owns smaller portions of miscellaneous open space. Within the Fox
Run residential development, the Township owns 12.6 acres of open
space. In addition to the open space in Fox Run, the Township also owns
approximately eight acres of wetlands within the RIDC Thorn Hill Industrial
Park. At this time, there are no active plans to develop this open space. For
a complete listing of public open space please refer Appendix P-1.

Protected Agricultural Lands
Through a cooperative effort with Cranberry Township and Adams Township, the Denton Powell Farm was placed
into the Butler County Agricultural Conservation Easement Program. The program primarily helps slow the loss of
prime farmland to non-agricultural uses. The Powell Farm is a 71-acre farm that
dates back over 135 years. The farm will be conserved in perpetuity within the
The Cranberry Plan
Township as open space farmland.
Preferred Group Scenario
projects 5,386 acres of
open space by 2030.
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The Cranberry Plan Preferred Group Scenario projects 5,386 acres of open
space by 2030.
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BACKGROUND
Greenways
Pennsylvania’s Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) defines a greenway as a corridor
of open space, varying greatly in size, from thin ribbons of green that travel through urban, suburban, and
rural areas to wider expanses that incorporate a vast assortment of natural, cultural and scenic features. These
floodplains, stream valleys, woodlands, etc. could be viewed as linkage opportunities for wildlife and natural
resource protection. Greenways offer recreational benefits, promote economic development, and enrich the
natural aesthetics and quality of life in communities.
Cranberry Township does not have a major river running through it. Therefore, we do not have a traditionally
defined “Greenway” (with a capital G) system. However, opportunities exist for the Township to enhance its
natural environment and encourage the growth of greenways in the community. Our natural corridors may be
considered “greenways with a small g.” In contrast with communities that have Greenways, Cranberry Township
aspires to a network of greenways formed by trail networks, bikeways,
open spaces, and recreational areas. Brush Creek represents a greenway
Cranberry Township
opportunity where a trail network is proposed along the creek within Graham
Park with extensions to the north into New Sewickley Township and to the
aspires to a network
south adjoining with an existing trail in Marshall Township. Additionally,
of greenways formed
greenways have emerged at cluster development sites through the PRDby trail networks,
Planned Residential Development process, TND- Traditional Neighborhood
bikeways, open spaces,
Development process, and CCD- Community Character Development
and recreational areas.
process. In any event, by 2030, Cranberry Township envisions a patchwork
of greenways, some of which would be interconnected, while others would
be dispersed. (The Butler County Comprehensive Plan identifies specific
green space linkage concepts to the east of Interstate 79 (I-79), linking the northern portion of Allegheny County
directly to Moraine State Park and points farther north. However, this linkage is not proximate to Cranberry
Township.)
In 2001, Pennsylvania launched an action plan for greenway conservation entitled “Pennsylvania Greenways,
An Action Plan for Creating Connections,” which guides the creation of a statewide network of greenways, and
a greenway in every local community by 2020. In partnership with DCNR for the creation of this Recreation and
Open Space Plan, we feel we are well on the way to creating a greenway system internal to Cranberry that will
eventually connect to the Commonwealth’s larger Greenway network.
(Please refer to the Open Space & Greenways Component in Section 7 for additional information.)
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The Cranberry Plan outlined the importance of not just preserving our natural
resources but also creating a network of linked open spaces that are accessible
to the public, thereby encouraging passive recreational opportunities.
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BACKGROUND
Pedestrian & Bicycle Connections
In December 2010, the Cranberry Township Board
of Supervisors formally adopted the Bicyclist and
Pedestrian Connections Plan, which was an outgrowth
of The Cranberry Plan. During the development of The
Cranberry Plan, members of the community strongly
identified the need for non-motorized mobility options
and improved connections throughout the Township
and to neighboring communities. The vision of the plan
as documented by the Bicycle & Pedestrian Committee
was to identify Cranberry Township as a community
where residents and visitors of all ages and abilities
could choose to bike and walk safely and securely for
everyday transportation and recreation.
The overarching goal of the plan is to improve the quality of life in the community by promotion of bicycle and
pedestrian use, safety, and accessibility. The plan highlights the importance of making meaningful connections
to other activity nodes such as employment, shopping, school, and recreation, among others. As developed
in The Cranberry Plan and reiterated in the Bicyclist and Pedestrian Connections Plan, two of our goals for
Transportation and Mobility are:
•

Connectivity - Cranberry Township will improve connectivity and mobility to become a community

with a network of interconnected streets, sidewalks, and trails; it also will connect and expand the local
pedestrian and street network to access key north/south and east/west transportation corridors
•

Transportation Options - Cranberry Township will provide a variety of transportation options for
residents, employers, workers, and visitors

The Bicycle and Pedestrian Connections Plan identifies a network of roads that are suitable for bicyclists to use to
travel around and through the Township. In addition to increased bicycle use, the plan also incorporates the use
of off-road trails, regional connections, and sidewalks as direct connections to neighborhood parks.

Improved connectivity
and mobility options
were a top priority
identified by The
Cranberry Plan.
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Cranberry blazed a new path beginning in the 1990’s when it began to rigorously
require the construction of sidewalks with new development, something
uncommon in Western Pennsylvania suburban development at the time.
The result is an excellent start to a pedestrian network that continues to be
interconnected between neighborhoods and community destinations.
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BACKGROUND
The overarching goals of the Bicyclist and Pedestrian Connection Plan include:
•
•
•

Recreation and personal fitness
Alternative means of transportation
Connectivity between parks

The primary focus to improve the bicycle and pedestrian network includes:
•
•
•

Incorporate improvements into future roadway reconstruction/rehabilitation projects
Concentrate on the missing links in the pedestrian network
Give high priority to low cost items, such as signing and marking of the existing bicycle network

Utilizing these proposed priorities, Cranberry Township continues to implement the proposed connections and
supporting amenities. The findings and recommendations of the Bicyclist and Pedestrian Connections Plan were
confirmed through the planning process of this Recreation and Open Space Plan and are incorporated into the
recommendations and findings of this planning effort.
The complete Pedestrian and Bicycle Mobility plan can be viewed in Appendix P-4.

SIDELINES
3.4.2

Connections to key destinations, such as the parks, neighborhoods, workplaces,
municipal facilities, and retail centers, was one of the most frequently requested
community enhancements from the public input received during the Recreation
and Open Space Plan process.

Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan

PLAN PURPOSE AND GOALS
Our research on Parks & Recreation looks at existing facilities, programs, administration, financing and
maintenance. We also provide recommendations, and a suggested timeline for implementation of improvements
to the parks and recreation system.
The overall purposes of this component of the Recreation and Open Space Plan are:
•
•

Identify current improvement needs
Determine future needs for enhancing the parks and recreation system, open spaces and greenways, and the
bicycle and pedestrian network.

Parks & Recreation is
considered to be a vital
element in the health
and welfare of Cranberry
Township residents and
businesspersons of all
ages and abilities.

The overall goals of the plan are:
• Maintain and improve the quality of life in Cranberry Township as it
relates to leisure time environments
• Strengthen the position of Cranberry Township as a distinguished leader
in the provision of a diverse and attractive park, recreation, and open
space system
• Cultivate an appreciation and education of the outdoors and our natural
environment

Over the past several years, Cranberry Township has emerged as a distinctive place in Butler County, the North
Hills, and the greater Pittsburgh region. When we hear the words “Cranberry Township”, we often think about
“onward & upward”, as growth and change have boosted the quality of life here, almost on a daily basis.
Parks & Recreation is considered to be a vital element in the health and welfare of Cranberry Township residents
and businesspersons of all ages and abilities. Therefore, this Recreation and Open Space Plan is intended to
confirm that we really care about the well-being of those who live and work here, and we want everyone to
essentially be “happy campers”. Therefore, with a robust parks and recreation system, we affirm that “Cranberry is
Built for You”!

To complement the improvements and enhancements at existing community parks (the Parks and
Recreation network), we also have a vision toward other related networks. These include the Open
Space & Greenway network, and the Pedestrian & Bicycle Mobility network. Collectively, this enables
us to view the greening of Cranberry
Township through diversified but
related lenses. In so doing, we
have captured the full scope of a
Comprehensive Recreation and Open
Space Plan, in sync with the views of
the Stakeholders as described in the
following Section.
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When considering parks and recreation, we didn’t just look internally, but we
also explored the offerings of our neighboring communities.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Survey & Stakeholder Interviews - Survey Summary
In the fall of 2011 as part of this Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan, Cranberry Township residents
were asked to complete an electronic parks and recreation survey. Every household was sent a postcard
explaining the survey process as well as a link to access the survey. The survey was intended to gauge the overall
perception and satisfaction with existing parks and recreation programs and facilities as well as identify future
needs. Survey participants were asked to rate their experience with the Townships park facilities as well as
programming, open space, and bicycle and pedestrian linkages.
The overall results of the survey indicate Township residents are generally very satisfied with the system of
parks, recreation and open space opportunities in the community, and that the majority of residents have
used the facilities. Further, residents are supportive of continued investment in parks facilities and recreational
programming.
•

96 percent of survey
respondents indicated that

public recreation is important
to their household.
•

87 percent of survey
respondents indicated that

WE NEEDYOUR
INPUT !

Tell us what you think about the Township's
parks, recreation programs, and open spaces.

they currently utilize the
Township’s parks or recreational
facilities.
•

Visit our website:

www.cranberrytownship.org/parksurvey

Over 70 percent of survey
respondents indicated they

have used the Townships three
major parks within the last year.
•

It's easy to do.

or scan:

RecreationAndOpenSpace
Plan2011

71 percent of respondents

indicated that they are satisfied
with the overall facilities.
•

89 percent of respondents

Thanks!

Enter your unique identification number
below and answer the questions.

Please submit feedback by Monday, November 28.
All survey responses are anonymous.
Need a paper copy?
Call Cranberry Customer Service at 724-776-4806

indicated that they support
continued public investment
in the Township’s parks and
recreation system.

SIDELINES
5.1.1

An online survey was used to conserve resources and to gauge the viability of this
type of surveying method for future use to collect input. Over 1,000 responses were
received.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Residents use North Boundary Park, Community
Park, and Graham Park most often. The Township’s
three main parks were used fairly equally by survey
respondents. 70 percent of respondents used
these parks within the last year. When asked which
park they use most often during summer months,
Community Park received the most visits overall.
However, the number of visits to North Boundary Park
and Graham Park are comparable.
Looking to the future - when asked to identify the
additional recreational facilities needed within the
Township, respondents overwhelming identified more
trails facilities including:

PLAY CALLS

•
•
•

65% of respondents requesting multi-purpose trails between parks, neighborhoods;
58% indicating a need for multi-purpose trails between key destinations; and
55% of respondents request more paved trails.
We’re outdoors people, but we’re not organized sports people. Trail connections will
be beneficial not only to my family but to many others.”
X

X
O

X

X X
X X X X X X
O O OOOO O
O
O O
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Susan Rusnak
Recreation and Open Space Plan Citizens Advisory Committee; Planning Advisory Commission

Public input obtained as a part of this process confirmed what the community
initially conveyed through the Cranberry Plan – an improved pedestrian
network is a top priority.
Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan

5.1.2

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
In addition to
direct survey
questions
regarding trail
facilities, an
additional 19%
of all the open
ended comments
requested
additional bicycle
and pedestrian
connections.

Additional Recreational Facilities Needed
Other (please specify)
Paved Walking Trails
Baseball/Softball Fields
Lacrosse Field
Soccer Fields
Horseshoe Courts
Tennis Courts
Multi-purpose Trails

33%
55%
4%
5%
3%
7%
11%
58%

Between Key…

Multi-purpose Trails

65%

Between Parks…

When considering
33%
General Walking Trails
recreational
11%
Bocce Courts
programming
3%
Football Field
needs
14%
Open, Level Lawn Area
respondents were
18%
Picnic Shelter
more mixed in
28%
Playground
their responses
0%
10% 20% 30%
with no one clear
program rising to
the top. The top two requests for additional programs included adult and
family oriented programming representing 35% and 33% respectively of
the respondents.
The survey indicates an overall strong satisfaction within the community
regarding the existing recreational facilities and programming. Residents
enjoy the quality of life amenities provided by the Township, recognize
their value, use the facilities and programs and support continued
investment.

40%

50%

60%

70%

The top two requests for
additional programs
included adult and
family oriented programming representing 35% and
33% respectively of the
respondents.

The complete survey and responses can be found in Appendix S-3.

SIDELINES

5.1.3

A separate web page was created to keep the community informed of the
Recreation and Open Space Plan’s progress. Residents were able to send their
comments on the plan directly to the Township via a special email address that
was established specifically for the Recreation and Open Space Plan. The
email link was a popular means for residents to provide their input.

Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Stakeholder Interview Summary
In addition to a full community survey, we interviewed
key leaders in the community regarding their
views on parks, recreation and open space. Twenty
representatives from not-for-profit organizations,
athletic organizations, organized and self-directed
recreation users, and frequent program participants
took part in stakeholder interviews conducted
throughout a four-week period from February 6,
through March 9, 2012.
Participants were
asked to provide
feedback on topics
related to perceptions
about parks and
recreation, key issues
that need to be
addressed, facility
and program needs,
community values, funding opportunities, and their
vision and priorities for Parks and Recreation in
Cranberry Township. Here is what the stakeholders
had to say:
•

Values - All stakeholders indicated that they
believe the residents of Cranberry Township
place a high value on Parks and Recreation,
with many citing the high-quality amenities
and premier parks as reasons to work and live
in Cranberry Township.

•

Strengths - The overall theme regarding the
Cranberry Township Parks and Recreation
system is one of a progressive system with
high-quality parks attracting residents in
the Township as well as the surrounding
communities to utilize the facilities of the
parks.

•

Weaknesses - Stakeholders cited trail
connections, additional programming and

SIDELINES

facilities for adults, and field preservation
issues, as being in need of improvement in the
Parks and Recreation system.
•

Programs - Many stakeholders felt that the
programming is good. However, a number of
stakeholders suggested the need for additional
programming for adults.

•

Facilities – Stakeholders indicated a need for
an indoor recreational facility.

•

Key Issues – The top re-occurring issue was
funding limitations, including the cost of
maintenance, funding to maintain current
standards, and funding availability to continue
to meet increased demands as the population
continues to grow.

•

Opportunities – Stakeholders commented
they believe there are opportunities outside
of user fees and Township tax support for
partnering and funding sources to continue
to meet parks and recreation demands
in the Township. Opportunities identified
included the use of alternative revenues (e.g.,
sponsors, naming rights, and Friends Groups),
and partnering with other organizations,
particularly the local sports organizations and
private corporations.

Overall the stakeholder responses confirm and
complement the findings of the resident survey. Parks
and recreation programming and facilities are well
received in Cranberry
Township with strong
support to continue
investment.
The full summary of
stakeholder interviews
and a list of stakeholders
can be found in
Appendix S-2.

The Recreation and Open Space Advisory Committee assisted in identifying
the key community stakeholders for these interviews.
Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan

5.2

PARKS & RECREATION COMPONENT
Introduction
Over the last 20 years, we have met the recreational needs our residents and businesspersons through the
development of large, multi-use community parks. From the historic roots of Community Park, we have
added three significant recreation areas since the mid-1990’s. North Boundary Park and the associated
Cranberry Waterpark facility was completed in the 1997. A few years later, we completed construction of the
Cranberry Highlands Golf Course. In 2009, Graham Park and The Dick’s Sporting Goods SportsPlex opened
with great fanfare.
The following maps highlight the Township’s existing parks and recreational facilities and their locations
within the community, including detailed views of the facilities within the Haine School Road area, Graham
Park and Community Park.
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Each of Cranberry’s three main parks includes a variety of recreation facilities
that collectively provide dozens of opportunities for users to enjoy.
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PARKS & RECREATION COMPONENT
Residential Developments
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6.1.2

PARKS & RECREATION COMPONENT
Facility Inventory
Table 6.2-1 provides a categorization of facilities available at the major community recreation facilities. This table
lists not only at the outdoor facilities, both active and passive use areas, but also identifies the indoor amenities
available at the Municipal Complex and at Cranberry Highlands, as these resources play a vital role in our overall
recreation program.

We have a strong
emphasis in the area
of active recreation,
specifically sports fields.

As can be seen in Table 6.2-1, the existing amenities available within our
Township are quite varied and provide opportunities for various users and
user groups. Further, one can also quickly see that we have a strong emphasis
in the area of active recreation, specifically sports fields that are offered in
some capacity at each of the three major community parks. These active
recreational use amenities are an obvious reflection of our youthful,
family-oriented community.

Please refer to the detailed inventory of facilities in Appendix P-1.

SIDELINES
6.2.1

Each of Cranberry’s three main parks includes a variety of recreation facilities that
collectively provide dozens of opportunities for users to enjoy .
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PARKS & RECREATION COMPONENT

Trails

Indoor Recreational Facilities
Sports Fields

Cranberry
Highlands

Graham Park

North
Boundary Park

Notes/Comments

Activity Rooms

4 Rooms

Preschool Rooms

3 Rooms

Indoor Gymnasium
Senior Activity Center
Play Center

Fee based child care for municipal
complex patrons

Library
Indoor Walking Area
Banquet Hall
Concessions/Refreshments
Aggregate

North Boundary = 1.1 mile

Paved

Graham Park = 2.4 mile loop

Nature

North Boundary = Wetland Trail
Community Park = Cranberry Twp
Nature Trail
Golf Course = Audubon Trail
Graham Park = 5 (including Miracle Field
Community Park = 6

Baseball Field (Lighted)

Courts

Community
Park

Facilities

Municipal
Complex

Table
Facilities
Table6.2-1
4.2 -1 -Overview
Overviewof
ofExisting
Existing Township
Township Recreational
Recreational Facilities

Baseball Field (Non-Lighted)

North Boundary = Veterans Field

Soccer Field (Lighted)

Graham Park = 4

Soccer Field (Non-Lighted)

North Boundary = 3
Community Park = 1 youth size/practice ﬁeld

Football Field (Lighted)

Graham Park = 3
Community Park = 1

Practice Field (Multi-use)

Community Park = 2 (Linder Fields)

Miracle Field

Graham Park = 1

Press Box

Graham Park = 3 (one on each football ﬁeld)
Community Park = 1 (at football ﬁeld)

Batting Cage

Community Park = 2

Tennis

Community Park = 4

Volleyball

Sand court within waterpark

Sand Volleyball

Community Park = 2

Basketball

Community Park = 1 (full court w/ 6 nets –
playable as 2 half courts)
Comprehensive Recreation and
Open Space PlanRecreation
Cranberry Township,
ButlerSpace
County,Plan
PA 5.2.1
Comprehensive
and Open
6.2.2

PARKS & RECREATION COMPONENT

Indoor Recreational Facilities
Sports Fields

Highlands

Cranberry

4 rooms

Preschool rooms

O

3 rooms

Indoor gymnasium

O

Senior activity center

O

Play center

O

Library

O

Indoor walking area

O

Fee based child care for municipal complex
patrons.

Within the carpeted hallways of the building.

Banquet Hall

O

Concessions/refreshments

O

Paved Trails

O

O

O

O

Nature Trail

O

Baseball Field (Lighted)

O

North Boundary = 1.1 mile
O

O

O

O

Football Field (Lighted)

O

Practice Field (Multi-use)

O

North Boundary = Wetland Trail
Community Park = Cranberry Township Nature
Trail
Golf Course = Audubon Trail
Graham Park = 5 (including Miracle Field)
Community Park = 6
North Boundary = Veterans Field

O

Soccer Field (Non-lighted)

Graham Park = 2.4 mile loop
O

O

Soccer Field (Lighted)

Graham Park = 4
North Boundary = 3
Community Park = 1 youth size /practice ﬁeld

O
O

Graham Park = 3
Community Park = 1
Community Park = 2 (Linder Fields)

Miracle Field

Courts

Park

Graham

Boundary Park

North

Park

Community

O

Baseball Field (Non-lighted)

6.2.3

Notes and Comments

Activity rooms

Aggregate Trails
Trails

Complex

Facilities

Municipal

Table 4.2 -1of
- Overview
of Existing
Township
Recreational Facilities
Table 6.2-1 Overview
Existing
Township
Recreational
Facilities- continued

O

Graham Park = 1

O

Graham Park = 3 (one on each football ﬁeld)
Community Park = 1 (at football ﬁeld)

Press Box

O

Batting Cage

O

Community Park = 2

Tennis Court

O

Community Park = 4

Volleyball Court

O

Sand court within waterpark

Sand Volleyball Court

O

Community Park = 2

Basketball Court

O

Community Park = 1 (full court w/ 6 nets =
playable as 2 half courts)

Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan

PARKS & RECREATION COMPONENT

Pavilions

O

Community Park = 1

Pavilion 30’x50’

O

Community Park = 1
O

Pavilion 30’x60’

North Boundary = 2

O

Pavilion 40’x60’

Community Park = 2
O

Playground (2-5yr)

O

Playground (5-12yr)

O

Golf Course = 1
Community Park = 2; one near Rotary Pavilion and
area within Playtime Palace
North Boundary = 1
Community Park = 1(Playtime Palace)
Spray Pad, sand play area, diving well (w/ drop
slide and 1M board) ﬂume water slide, zero entry,
volleyball court)
Permanent stage with cover, lawn style seating

O
O

Aquatic Facility
Recreational Destinations

Notes and Comments

Pavilion 12’x20’

Pavilion 50’x80’

Amphitheater

O

Fishing Pond

O

Dog Park (large dogs)

O

Double gated entry, off leash, water

Dog Park (small dogs)

O

Double gated entry, off leash, water

Gazebo

O

Gardens

O

Skate Park

O

Memorial

Restrooms

O

O

O

O

O

North Boundary = Butterﬂy garden

O

O

Municipal Complex = Schoolhouse
North Boundary = Veterans Memorial
Graham Park = Mashuda Bridge / Scout Memorial/
Miracle Field Wall

O

Graham Park = 3 one at each sport complex
North Boundary Park = 2; 1 at waterpark, 1 at
Veterans Field
Community Park = 1 at ﬁeld complex

O

Graham Park = 3
North Boundary = 3 (2 general, 1 at waterpark)
Community Park = 4
Municipal Complex = multiple

O

Graham Park = 2 Main Twp. garage and baseball
association garage.
North Boundary - Former stable = storage building
Golf Course = Garage and storage building

O

O

O

Park Maintenance Building
Wi-Fi access

O

O

Concessions Stand
Support Facilities

Cranberry
Highlands

Graham
Park

North
Boundary Park

Complex

Facilities

Community
Park

Overview of Existing Township Recreational Facilities- continued

Municipal

Table 4.2-1
- Continued
Table
6.2-1

O

O

O

Free service

Comprehensive
and Open
Plan5.2.36.2.4
Comprehensive Recreation and
Open Space Plan Recreation
Cranberry Township,
Butler Space
County, PA

PARKS & RECREATION COMPONENT
Year 2030 Facility Projections
Per The Cranberry Plan, the projected resident population for the year 2030 is approximately 50,000, while
the projected employee population is 32,000. Based on this population projection and the 1983 and 1996
facilities and land assessment methods from the National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA), we are able
to forecast parks and recreation needs for the 2030 population. Using the projections, the 2030 demands on
the recreation infrastructure will suggest that the 2012 land holdings of community park sized recreational
areas continues to meet the needs of a residential population of 50,000+ residents, especially since we still have
room to grow within the existing community parks. Based on the findings of the 1995 Parks and Recreation
Plan and affirmed through this current process, we have made the decision to develop large, centrally located
community parks in-lieu of neighborhood parks or tot-lots. Therefore, we will continue to rely on individual
neighborhoods to provide smaller (closer to home) tot-lots and neighborhood parks. In addition, we will rely on
the private sector to provide complementary opens spaces, especially in the southern portion of the Township.

PLAY CALLS

Future recreational facilities must be driven by observed and expressed needs in conjunction with extensive
public input processes, such as have been completed as part of this comprehensive planning process. It is only
through continued public engagement that we will be able to effectively respond to the recreational needs of
the community.
“Population-wise, we are just over 50% there. We may need more recreation space
and facilities to accommodate these potential users.”
X

X
O

X

X X
X X X X X X
O O OOOO O
O
O O

Dave Steed
Recreation and Open Space Plan Citizens Advisory Committee

Dogs in the Parks
Cranberry Township continues to support the Dog Park at Community Park. Relative to the other parks, we
considered various options and alternatives. However, we decided not to propose any additional dog parks
in the other community parks. In addition, we decided to continue to enforce “No dogs in the park”, due to
considerations for other park users, as well as for maintenance. Another idea that was discussed at Citizen
Advisory Committee meetings included a “Dog Day in the Park”, whereby one (1) day each year dogs would be
allowed at one of the parks as a special event. Such an event should be evaluated in the future as part of the
overall recreational programs of Cranberry Township.

6.2.5
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Recommendations
The following table highlights recommendations for Cranberry’s parks and recreation facilities. As previously
mentioned on page 2.4, two overarching actions guide the recommendation process – Sustain and Grow.
“Sustain” conveys our belief that the Township’s parks and recreation network is quite good in its current state,
and keeping that network lively and active should be our primary goal. “Grow” suggests expansions that may
need to occur to keep pace with the community’s increasing population.
#
6.2.1
6.2.2
6.2.3
6.2.4
6.2.5
6.2.6
6.2.7

Facilities Recommendations
Evaluate and upgrade where needed, any ADA accessible routes
throughout all parks and facilities. Create an accessibility map for each
park to track the construction of the routes.
Replace the Playtime Palace playground with an updated, age-appropriate
system that meets current safety guidelines.
Construct and mark ADA parking spaces in the parking lot adjacent to the
Playtime Palace.
Evaluate and improve, where necessary, all ADA accessible routes from
accessible parking spaces to the Playtime Palace.
Construct and mark the required number of ADA accessible parking spaces
and accessible routes at the Dog Park.
Improve stormwater drainage on baseball fields at Community Park.
Evaluate and upgrade where needed, any ADA accessible routes
throughout all parks and facilities. Create a map for each park.

Construct a multi-use trail along Brush Creek in Graham Park, connecting
6.2.8 to the Powell Road sidewalk to the north and Rochester Road to the south.
(See project grant application materials in Appendix G2.)

Facility

Tier

Sustain/Grow

Community Park

1

S

Community Park

1

S

Community Park

1

S

Community Park

1

S

Community Park

1

S

Community Park

2

S

Graham Park

1

S

Graham Park

1

G

Systematically work to implement the Graham Park Master Plan Phase 1
6.2.9 elements, including playgrounds at each sports campus and other facilities
Graham Park
1
G
set forth in the plan.
Construct fitness stations along trail, or in "pods", at Graham Park to
6.2.10
Graham Park
2
S
provide other fitness opportunities to runners/walkers using the trail.
Construct batting cages at Graham Park in cooperation with Cranberry
Graham Park
2
S
6.2.11
Township Athletic Association.
Develop and incrementally implement a tree planting campaign to provide
a tree canopy in areas such as parking lots, along access roads, near
6.2.12 pavilions, along walking trails, etc. at North Boundary Park, through
Graham Park
2
S
routine landscaping programs and partnerships with volunteer and nonprofit organizations.
Evaluate and upgrade, where needed, any ADA accessible routes at
Lindner Tract at
6.2.13
1
S
Lindner Tract at Community Park.
Community Park
Construct additional trail at Lindner Tract at Community Park as more fully
Lindner Tract at
1
G
6.2.14 shown in the tract's master plan. (See Appendix L-1 for the Lindner Tract at
Community Park
Community Park Master Plan)
Systematically work to implement the Lindner Tract at Community Park
Lindner Tract at
3
G
6.2.15 master plan elements, including sledding hill, playground and other
Community Park
facilities.
Enhance Waterpark features, including the construction of a baby pool and
6.2.16
North Boundary Park
1
S
the installation of a shower tower at the sand volleyball court.
Evaluate and upgrade where needed, any ADA accessible routes
6.2.17
North Boundary Park
1
S
throughout all parks and facilities. Create a map for each park.
Update the North Boundary Park Master Plan to fully explore possible
Comprehensive
Recreation
andPark
Open Space
PlanG
the
6.2.18 improvements in the Phase 2 area that would further advance
North Boundary
1
recommendations of this Plan.
Convert Veterans Field in North Boundary Park to an adult softball field to

6.2.6

Construct additional trail at Lindner Tract at Community Park as more fully
shown in the tract's master plan. (See Appendix L-1 for the Lindner Tract at
Community Park Master Plan)
Systematically work to implement the Lindner Tract at Community Park
master plan elements, including sledding hill, playground and other
Facilities Recommendations
facilities.
Evaluate
and upgrade
where needed,
accessibleofroutes
Enhance Waterpark
features,
includingany
theADA
construction
a baby pool and
throughout
all parks
and facilities.
Create
an accessibility
map for each
the installation
of a shower
tower at
the sand
volleyball court.
park
to track
construction
of the routes.
Evaluate
and the
upgrade
where needed,
any ADA accessible routes
Replace
the all
Playtime
Palace
playground
an for
updated,
age-appropriate
throughout
parks and
facilities.
Createwith
a map
each park.
system
meetsBoundary
current safety
guidelines.
Update that
the North
Park Master
Plan to fully explore possible
Construct
and mark
parking
in the further
parkingadvance
lot adjacent
improvements
in theADA
Phase
2 areaspaces
that would
the to the
Playtime
Palace.
recommendations of this Plan.
Evaluate
and improve,
necessary,
ADAtoaccessible
routes from
Convert Veterans
Field where
in North
BoundaryallPark
an adult softball
field to
accessible
parking
spaces
to the users
Playtime
better meet
the needs
of those
and Palace.
to provide additional recreation
Construct
and for
mark
the
required
opportunities
that
age
group. number of ADA accessible parking spaces
and
accessible
routes
at
the
Dog Park. a tree planting campaign to provide
Develop and incrementally implement
Improve
stormwater
drainage
on baseball
Community
Park.
a tree canopy in areas such as parking
lots,fields
alongataccess
roads, near
Evaluate
and
upgrade
where
needed,
any
ADA
accessible
routes
pavilions, along walking trails, etc. at North Boundary Park, through
throughout
all parksprograms
and facilities.
a mapwith
for each
park. and nonroutine landscaping
and Create
partnerships
volunteer
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6.2.14

6.2.15
#
6.2.16
6.2.1
6.2.17
6.2.2
6.2.18
6.2.3
6.2.4
6.2.19
6.2.5
6.2.6
6.2.20
6.2.7

profit organizations.
Construct
a multi-use trail along Brush Creek in Graham Park, connecting
Evaluate
the need
satellite
at North
the Powell
Roadfor
sidewalk
tomaintenance
the north andfacilities
Rochester
Road Boundary
to the south.
6.2.8 to
6.2.21
Park.project grant application materials in Appendix G2.)
(See
Evaluate options for an indoor sports facility either at western end of
Systematically work to implement the Graham Park Master Plan Phase 1
6.2.22 current North Boundary Park, on adjacent property, or in the park's Phase
6.2.9 elements, including playgrounds at each sports campus and other facilities
2 area.
set forth in the plan.
Seek opportunity to acquire adjacent property to gain improved access
6.2.23 Construct fitness stations along trail, or in "pods", at Graham Park to
6.2.10
from North
Boundary
Park to Goering
Road.
provide
other
fitness opportunities
to runners/walkers
using the trail.

Construct batting cages at Graham Park in cooperation with Cranberry
6.2.11 Based upon the updated Graham Park master plan and the Township's
Township
Athletic
Association.
Streetscape
Enhancement
Ordinance, identify a uniform palette of site
6.2.24 Develop and incrementally implement a tree planting campaign to provide
furnishings such as bicycle racks, waste receptacles, benches, ash urns,
a tree canopy in areas such as parking lots, along access roads, near
etc., to be used throughout each Township park.
6.2.12 pavilions, along walking trails, etc. at North Boundary Park, through
Expand landscaping
trail connections
throughout
the community
to increaseand
access
routine
programs
and partnerships
with volunteer
non-to
6.2.25
and from
the Township's Parks and Recreation facilities.
profit
organizations.
Evaluate
upgrade, where
any ADA
accessible
routes
Develop aand
comprehensive
treeneeded,
management
program
to be
used at all
6.2.13
Lindner
Tract
at
Community
Park.
6.2.26 Township parks and properties. Include indigenous and diverse species of
trees.
6.2.27

Designate unprogrammed open spaces within all parks as passive, natural,
environmental conservation, interpretive, or outdoor enjoyment.

Upgrade lighting at all parks to maintain safety of users and encourage
greater evening use.
Within the existing parks, provide additional facilities that are for adults
6.2.29 and seniors. Work with local residents and representative organizations to
identify preferred facilities.
Designate plazas and pedestrian gathering areas at all parks to provide for
6.2.30
greater passive recreation.

6.2.28

Lindner Tract at
Community Park

1

G

Lindner Tract at
Community
Facility Park

3
Tier

G
Sustain/Grow

North Boundary Park
Community Park

1
1

S
S

North Boundary Park
Community Park

1
1

S
S

North Boundary Park
Community Park

1
1

G
S

Community Park
North Boundary Park

1
2

S
S

Community Park

1

S

Community Park
North Boundary Park
Graham Park

2

S

12

SS

Graham Park
North Boundary Park

1
2

G
G

North Boundary Park
Graham Park

2
1

G
G

North
Boundary
Graham
Park

23

G
S

Graham Park

2

S

All

1

S

Graham Park

2

S

All

1

G

Lindner Tract at
Community
All Park

1
2

S
S

All

2

S

All

2

S

All

2

G

All

2

G

6.2.31

Create community gardens and/or nature study areas at all parks to enable
residents to enjoy nature and participate in community beautification.

All

2

G

6.2.32

Expand sport court facilities, such as volleyball, basketball, and tennis at all
community parks to provide greater access to these activities.

All

2

G

All

3

G

Based on recent installations, including the lighting at Graham Park,
a uniform lighting
standard
and
type Space
to be used
in all Township
6.2.33 identify
Comprehensive
Recreation
and
Open
Plan
6.2.7
parks.
Update the Recreation Fee-In-Lieu program to provide additional revenues

6.2.30

Designate plazas and pedestrian gathering areas at all parks to provide for
greater passive recreation.

All

2

G

6.2.31

Create community gardens and/or nature study areas at all parks to enable
residents to enjoy nature and participate in community beautification.

All

2

G

All
Facility

2
Tier

G
Sustain/Grow
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Expand sport court facilities, such as volleyball, basketball, and tennis at all
6.2.32
greater
access to these activities.
# community parks to provide
Facilities
Recommendations

Based
onand
recent
installations,
includingany
theADA
lighting
at Graham
Park,
Evaluate
upgrade
where needed,
accessible
routes
6.2.33
identify a uniform
lighting
standardCreate
and type
to be used inmap
all Township
All Park
3
all parks
and facilities.
an accessibility
for each
6.2.1 throughout
Community
1
parks.
park to track the construction of the routes.
Replace the
the Recreation
Playtime Palace
playground
withtoanprovide
updated,
age-appropriate
Update
Fee-In-Lieu
program
additional
revenues
6.2.2
Community Park
1
system
meets current
guidelines. of the Recreation and Open
parkthat
enhancements
andsafety
implementation
NA
1
6.2.34 for
Construct
and
mark ADA parking spaces in the parking lot adjacent to the
Space
Plan's
recommendations.
Community Park
1
6.2.3
Playtime Palace.
and
improve,
where necessary, all ADA accessible routes from
KeyKey
toEvaluate
Priority
Tiers:
The
to
the “Tiers”
is as follows:
6.2.4
Community Park
1
accessible parking spaces to the Playtime Palace.
2012 COMMUNITY
PROJECT OF THE YEAR
Construct
and mark the required number of ADA accessible parking
spaces
Tier
3 years
Tier
6.2.511 1=to1 3toyears;
Community Park
1
routes at the Dog Park.
Tier22 4and
=to4accessible
8 years
Tier
8to
years;
and
6.2.633 Improve
stormwater
Community Park
2
Tier
toyears.
20
years drainage on baseball fields at Community Park.
Tier
9=to920
Evaluate and upgrade where needed, any ADA accessible routes
6.2.7
Graham Park
1
throughout all parks and facilities. Create a map for each park.
S = Sustain

G
S
S
G
S
S
S
S
S

G = Grow
Construct a multi-use trail along Brush Creek in Graham Park, connecting

6.2.8 to the Powell Road sidewalk to the north and Rochester Road to the south.
(See project grant application materials in Appendix G2.)

Graham Park

1

G

Note: Systematically
Please refer to
Appendix P-5 for a short list
work to implement the Graham Park Master Plan Phase 1
of
Priorities.
6.2.9
elements, including playgrounds at each sports campus and other facilities

G

6.2.10

S

6.2.11

6.2.12

6.2.13

Graham Park
1
set forth in the plan.
Construct fitness stations along trail, or in "pods", at Graham Park to
Graham Park
2
provide other fitness opportunities to runners/walkers using the 100th
trail. Anniversary Monument – Fishing Lake to Scouting
2011 PROJECT
OF THEPark
YEAR
Construct batting
cages at Graham
in cooperation with Cranberry
Graham Park
2
Township Athletic Association.
Develop and incrementally implement a tree planting campaign to provide
a tree canopy in areas such as parking lots, along access roads, near
pavilions, along walking trails, etc. at North Boundary Park, through
Graham Park
2
2013
PROJECT OF THE YEAR
routine landscaping programs and partnerships with volunteer
and COMMUNITY
nonprofit organizations.
Evaluate and upgrade, where needed, any ADA accessible routes at
Lindner Tract at
1
Lindner TractWaterpark
at Community Park.
Community Park

S

S

S

opens
May 28!

Replacement of

PLAYTIME PALACE

SIDELINES

Since 2010, Cranberry Township Community Chest (CTCC) has sponsored the
“Community Project of the Year.” Past projects include the Community Sign in 2011
and the Scouting Centennial Plaza at Graham Park in 2012. 2013’s Project of the Year
is the replacement of Playtime Palace at Community Park.
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Recreation Programming
Since quality recreation programs and facilities are the number one reason cited for livability by real estate
agents (and reinforced by two unbiased studies by Money Magazine in 2009 and 2011) it is no wonder that we
have seen continued residential and business growth, despite the recent national recession. Public, non-profit
and private entities flourish in and around Cranberry Township providing a variety of recreation opportunities
for residents of all ages, as well as opportunities for those who work in the Township but reside elsewhere.
Opportunities exist for golfing, hiking, fitness, various sports, theatre, YMCA membership, fine dining and many
other activities.
The Township currently offers a variety of both active and passive
programs for all ages and both genders. The programs provide
competitive and non-competitive opportunities for individuals and
groups. Program offerings are inclusive, while the Miracle Field provides
unique opportunities for people with special needs to participate.
In addition to all of the standard programs offered that provide ample
opportunity for physical activity, there are opportunities for a variety of
social and cultural experiences at the Municipal Center, amphitheater,
gazebo (lunchtime concerts), and at special events in the Town Square area in the center of the building.

Program Analysis by Age Group and Type
Cranberry Township has a well-rounded variety of programs to meet the
needs of its residents. However, there are areas and age groups that are
lacking in program opportunities.

Youth: A wide variety of programs in sports, education, and motor

skills are provided for children under six years old. We currently offer
an excellent after school program for youth. However, many parents
need to leave early in the morning to get to work. Therefore, a before school program could be researched and
considered as an additional way to provide assistance to the residents.

Teens: Fewer programs are offered for youth through their teen years.

This is an important time for teens as they transition from youth to
adult. During the early teens (13 -14) they may still participate in some
of the programs offered to younger youth. We have a few programs
that provide such an opportunity for them. In addition to other
programs that give them the chance to participate with older teens.
However, these programs are limited in number providing only minimal
opportunities for them to participate. Early teen programs could be
expanded in the area of sport programming, education through fun
activities, and social activity programs.

SIDELINES
6.3.1

The Township’s expansion and diversification of recreation programming will present
opportunities for collaboration and coordination with the Cranberry Library and the
Cranberry Highlands Golf Course.

Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan
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Mid-teens (15 – 17) desire
to drive, and seek greater
mobility. We do offer a few
programs for this age group.
However, we could explore
ways of expanding these
opportunities to benefit this
age group.

The late teens (18-19) are finishing high school

and moving on to college. We do offer a few programs
for this age group. However, we could offer a teen
volleyball program, basketball program, archery,
dances, teen fitness, a running program, and various
adventure activities.
Overall, providing a safe, unprogrammed space for
teens to gather after school and on the weekends
would be a valuable improvement to recreation
offerings for this age group. The space could be
utilized for activities when
necessary, including tutoring,
dances, program training, but
its primary purpose would
be to serve as a secure place
where teens could simply
hang out.
Partnerships between the Township Parks and
Recreation Department and the Cranberry Public
Library present an opportunity for further expansion
of recreation programming for teens. In particular, the
Library’s Teen Librarian presents an important point
of contact for the Parks and Recreation Department
for collaboration on events and programming aimed
providing needed opportunities for the Township’s
teen population. Additionally, the recommendation
from the Cranberry Plan regarding future library
building space may also create an exciting way to
provide additional building space that could be
devoted in some way to providing teens a place to talk,
sign, record, dance, or just relax with friends.

SIDELINES

Adults and Seniors: Many adults are very busy

raising families and transporting children to activities,
often juggling this while both
parents work. This leaves little
time for them to participate
in leisure time activities.
Fortunately, we have reached
many adults with a variety
of activities throughout the
years. However, additional programming for adults
could be accomplished.

Seniors are an underserved age group. The seniors

utilize the senior center and the indoor corridor for
walking in the Municipal Center. However, additional
programming could be provided, especially as seniors
are generally very active, often into their 90’s.

Families: Family oriented

programs are a vital part
of our overall recreation
programming. Not only does
this help to hold families
together, but it helps to
strengthen a community. We currently offer some
family-oriented programs, one being Community Days.
Additional family programs could be considered as
part of the activities offered.

Natural and Cultural: Nature, the environment and

sustainability are important to Cranberry Township.
Currently, little of our programming addresses these
areas. There is a wide range of opportunities that could
be offered in these areas.
Other areas of programming
that could be considered are
various outdoor adventure
programs. Archery is also
a growing sport. Hiking,
orienteering, geocaching, and
winter survival skills are other outdoor programs that
could be offered.

Programming for teens and programming dedicated to our natural environment were
two areas of particular interest for the Recreation and Open Space Plan Advisory
Committee. We received recommendations from both the Advisory Committee and
community to explore opportunities for expanding these types of programs.
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Another area worth consideration is outdoor winter activities are another programming area that could be
provided. Sledding, cross country skiing, snowshoeing, etc. are great winter activities, both for physical activity and
social interaction.
Cranberry Township supports recreation programs for persons of all ages. To date, we have crafted programs for
youth and adults, with effective results. Our teen programs are envisioned to grow to include: dances, open-mic
sessions for musical performances, table games (such as ping pong and table hockey), drama, book/poetry reading,
driver education, social media, and tutoring. These programs and others could be “housed” at the Cranberry
Township Municipal Center in presently underutilized spaces.
Programs incorporating our history and the use of the one room schoolhouse at the Municipal Center could also be
explored.

6.3.3
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Recommendations
The following table highlights recommendations for Cranberry’s parks and recreation programming.
#
Programming Recommendations
#
Programming Recommendations
Facilities
that could aid in programming:
shelters/gazebos
at Graham Park to provide for more picnicking
FacilitiesConstruct
that could
aid in programming:
6.3.1
and
gathering
opportunities.at Graham Park to provide for more picnicking
Construct
shelters/gazebos
6.3.1
and gathering
opportunities.
6.3.2 Designate
green
space at Graham Park for bocce and similar activities.
6.3.2 Designate green space at Graham Park for bocce and similar activities.
6.3.3 Construct restrooms at Lindner Tract.
6.3.3 Construct restrooms at Lindner Tract.
Construct an aerobics/dance studio to enable greater fitness offerings,
6.3.4
such as Zumba,
yoga and Pilates,
andtoother
dance-fitness
related
activities.
Construct
an aerobics/dance
studio
enable
greater fitness
offerings,
6.3.4
such as Zumba, yoga and Pilates, and other dance-fitness related activities.
Construct recreation rooms for art and other similar programs to enable
6.3.5
further
diversification
of recreation
offerings.
Construct
recreation rooms
for art and
other similar programs to enable
6.3.5
further
diversification
of
recreation
offerings.
6.3.6 Designate more storage space for program related equipment.
6.3.6 Designate
more storage
space
for program
related equipment.
Construct kitchen
facilities
to offer
more recreational
opportunities for
6.3.7
those whokitchen
may notfacilities
wish toto
participate
in recreational
sports.
Construct
offer more
opportunities for
6.3.7
those who may not wish to participate in sports.
Create recreation specific space especially for small children, such as a play
center within
the Municipal
Center,
to assist
who maysuch
be visiting
6.3.8 Create
recreation
specific space
especially
forparents
small children,
as a play
the library
or participating
a recreation
program.
6.3.8 center
within
the MunicipalinCenter,
to assist
parents who may be visiting
the library or participating in a recreation program.
Create a multi-purpose room that can be divided to accommodate more
recreation programming,
as to to
aidaccommodate
community groups
6.3.9 non-sports
Create a multi-purpose
room that canasbewell
divided
more in
of meeting
space.
non-sports
recreation
programming, as well as to aid community groups in
6.3.9 search
search of meeting space.
Designate a Teen Center where teens can receive tutoring, do homework,
play games,
and simply
outteens
and offer
teen-specific
activities,
including
Designate
a Teen
Centerhang
where
can receive
tutoring,
do homework,
6.3.10
volleyball,
and
archery
programs; dances;
teenincluding
fitness;
play games,basketball,
and simplyrunning,
hang out
and
offer teen-specific
activities,
6.3.10
and
outdoor
adventure
programs.
volleyball,
basketball,
running,
and archery programs; dances; teen fitness;
and outdoor adventure programs.
Add another gymnasium to assist in the expansion of indoor recreation and
6.3.11
sports
activities.
Add another
gymnasium to assist in the expansion of indoor recreation and
6.3.11
sports activities.
General Programming Recommendations:
GeneralOffer
Programming
Recommendations:
before school
care to assist parents whose workdays begin earlier
6.3.12
that than the designated school day.
Add a teen member to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board to
6.3.13
generate feedback and ideas that relate specifically to teens.

Facility
Facility

Tier
Tier

Sustain/Grow
Sustain/Grow

Graham Park
Graham Park
Graham Park
Graham
Parkat
Lindner
Tract

2
2
2
2
3
3

G
G
G
G
G
G

1
1

G
G

Municipal Center
Municipal Center
Municipal Center
Municipal Center
Municipal Center
Municipal Center

1
1
1
1
2
2

G
G
G
G
G
G

Municipal Center
Municipal Center

2
2

G
G

Municipal Center
Municipal Center

2
2

G
G

Municipal Center
Municipal Center

3
3

G
G

Municipal Center
Municipal Center

3
3

G
G

2

G

1

S

1

G

1

G

1

G

1

G

1

G

Community
Park
Lindner Tract
at
Community Park
Municipal Center
Municipal Center

Municipal Center
NA

6.3.14

Increase program offerings to include more exercise oriented programs,
such as spinning classes, stationary fitness equipment, etc.

NA

6.3.15

Increase and diversify offerings for summer recreation programs so that
programs vary from year to year and are responsive to residents' interests.

NA

Hold nature-oriented programs, such as hiking, astronomy, landscaping,
6.3.16
and gardening to appeal to a diverse audience.

NA

Create programming opportunities for special needs residents to ensure
that all Cranberry residents have access to recreational activities.

NA

6.3.17
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Create programming opportunities for individuals who enjoy or may wish
6.3.18
to participate in performing arts or arts and crafts activities.

NA

6.3.4

Offer
schoolspace.
care to assist parents whose workdays begin earlier
searchbefore
of meeting
that than the designated school day.
Designate a Teen Center where teens can receive tutoring, do homework,
Add a teen member to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board to
6.3.13 play games, and simply hang out and offer teen-specific activities, including
6.3.10 generate feedback and ideas that relate specifically to teens.
volleyball, basketball, running, and archery programs; dances; teen fitness;
and outdoor
adventure
programs.
Increase
program
offerings
to include more exercise oriented programs,
6.3.14
such as spinning classes, stationary fitness equipment, etc.
Add another gymnasium to assist in the expansion of indoor recreation and
6.3.11
sports activities.
offerings for Recommendations
summer recreation programs so that
# Increase and diversify
Programming
6.3.15
programs vary from year to year and are responsive to residents' interests.
General Programming
Facilities
that could aidRecommendations:
in programming:
Hold
nature-oriented
programs,
such asPark
hiking,
astronomy,
landscaping,
Construct
shelters/gazebos
at Graham
to provide
for more
picnicking
6.3.16
6.3.1
and gardening
to appeal to a diverse audience.
gathering opportunities.
6.3.12

Municipal Center

2

G

1
3

S
G

Municipal Center

1
3

G
G

Facility
NA

Tier

Sustain/Grow

1

G

NA Park
Graham

2
1

G
G

2

G

1
3

G
G

Create programming opportunities for individuals who enjoy or may wish
6.3.18 Construct an aerobics/dance studio to enable greater fitness offerings,
6.3.4 to participate in performing arts or arts and crafts activities.
such as Zumba, yoga and Pilates, and other dance-fitness related activities.

Graham Park
NA
Lindner Tract at
Community Park
NA
Municipal Center

1
1

G
G

Introduce
programming
for those
like to participate
bike
Construct recreation
rooms
for artwho
and would
other similar
programs toinenable
6.3.19
6.3.5 riding or other group-related activities like deck hockey or disk golf.
further diversification of recreation offerings.

NA Center
Municipal

1
1

G
G

Municipal Center

1

G

PARKS & RECREATION COMPONENT

6.3.2 Create
Designate
green spaceopportunities
at Graham Park
for bocce
andresidents
similar activities.
programming
for special
needs
to ensure
6.3.17
that all Cranberry residents have access to recreational activities.
6.3.3 Construct restrooms at Lindner Tract.

6.3.6 Designate more storage space for program related equipment.
The
the “Tiers”
KeyKey
toto
Priority
Tiers:is as follows:
Construct kitchen facilities to offer more recreational opportunities for
6.3.7
may not wish to participate in sports.
Tier 1 those
1 to 3 who
years;

NA
Municipal Center
NA

Municipal Center

2

G

Tier 1 = 1 to 3 years;
Tier
and specific
recreation
Tier2 2 4Create
=to 48 years;
to
8 years;
and space especially for small children, such as a play
Tier
3
9
to
20
years.
center
within
the
Municipal
Center, to assist parents who may be visiting
6.3.8
Tier 3 = 9 to 20 years.

Municipal Center

2

G

S = Sustain
Create a multi-purpose room that can be divided to accommodate more
G = Grow
non-sports recreation programming, as well as to aid community groups in
6.3.9

Municipal Center

2

G

Designate a Teen Center where teens can receive tutoring, do homework,
play games, and simply hang out and offer teen-specific activities, including
6.3.10
volleyball, basketball, running, and archery programs; dances; teen fitness;
and outdoor adventure programs.

Municipal Center

3

G

Add another gymnasium to assist in the expansion of indoor recreation and
sports activities.

Municipal Center

3

G

the library or participating in a recreation program.

search of meeting space.

Note: Please refer to Appendix P-5 for a short list of Priorities.

6.3.11

General Programming Recommendations:

SIDELINES

6.3.5

The Township offers free outdoor concerts throughout the summer at Community Park
and the Municipal Center. The concerts are a popular outing for
residents of all ages. Bring a blanket or a lawn chair and enjoy the great
outdoors.
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Parks and Recreation Operations

•

Cranberry Township is classified as a second class
township and governed under the Second Class
Township Code. Under the Second Class Township
Code, we are governed by an elected Board of
Supervisors. The Supervisors are granted executive
and legislative authority and are responsible for the
appointment of various advisory and authority boards.
An appointed Township Manager is responsible for
hiring township employees and providing the day to
day administration of our Township and our various
departments.

•

Communications
In order to provide successful
programming it is imperative
to develop an effective
communications strategy. Cranberry
Township has accomplished this
through several methods. The Parks
& Recreation Department publishes
a Recreation Program Guide three
times a year (Winter/Spring, Summer, and Fall). This
guide provides Township residents with the detailed
information necessary to make informed decisions
about upcoming recreation programs for all ages. In
addition, through Facebook, Twitter, the Cranberry
Township website, and posters, we attempt to keep
everyone well informed. Please refer to Appendix A-1
for additional details on our communications strategy.

Football – SVJFAC (Seneca Valley Junior
Football Association)
Soccer – SVSA (Seneca Valley Soccer
Association)

Each of these associations has signed a 15 year
agreement with the Township that expires on
December 31, 2023. The agreement explains the
association and Township responsibilities and the
procedures to be followed.
The Department also works cooperatively with the
following sports associations:
• Miracle League of South Western Pennsylvania;
• Lacrosse – SVLA (Seneca Valley Lacrosse
Association).
Seneca Valley Lacrosse Association contracts with the
Seneca Valley Junior Football Association for use of the
football fields in the spring.

Partnerships
Cranberry Townships Parks and Recreation Department
partners with the following local sports associations:
•

Baseball – CTAA (Cranberry Township Athletic
Association)

SIDELINES

“Community Days” is Cranberry’s largest event each year, with approximately 25,000
visitors taking in the rides, concerts, games, food, and more. Proceeds from the event
benefit the Project of the Year. Numerous volunteers and community organizations
donate their time to make “Community Days” a success.
Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan
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PARKS & RECREATION COMPONENT
The Parks and Recreation Department also cooperates
with local organizations and businesses to offer
additional programs. These organizations/businesses
are:
• Community Chest – Community Days
• The American Red Cross
• Lutheran Services Society (Senior Center)
• Passavant Hospital Foundation (Senior Lunch
Time Seminars)
• Business sponsorships for the Summer
Concert Series
• The YMCA

20 Page Tab-061912.crtr - Page 8 - Composite

Community
DaysDays
Contests
CTCC
Community
Contests
RECYCLED ART
CONTEST

MINIATURE GOLF
CLASSIC

FRIDAY, JULY 13

SATURDAY, JULY 14

10 AM

4 PM

Sponsored by Collection Connection,
CTCC, Cranberry Township, Waste
Managment, Greenstar Recycling

Come to the final judging of the
Recycled Art Contest at the
Municipal Center and see what
our contestants created. Entries
will be on display in the
Cranberry Township Municipal
Center through the conclusion
of Community Days.

$20 TO ENTER!

Sponsored by Cranberry Legacy
Endowments & Fun Fore All

Cranberry Legacy Endowments
& Fun Fore All have teamed up
to create a fun and challenging
tournament as part of the CTCC
Community Days experience.
This major tournament will draw
people from other communities
and states for an opportunity to
win BIG money.

Building and maintaining successful partnerships
JUNE 6
are the keys to a thriving recreation and open space
JULY 14
SCAVANGER HUNT
RE
TREASU
JULY 4 - JULY 14
system. Identifying, initiating, building, maintaining,
HUNT
6 PM
AHA BEAN BAG
and nurturing both short- and long- term
COMPETITION
AGES: 18 & UP
partnerships will help us efficiently deliver first-class
amenities and opportunities. Existing partnerships,
such as those with our sports associations, must be
GOLF CLASSIC
revisited to ensure that open lines of communication
RUN FOR YOUR LIBRARY
WEDNESDAY, JULY 11
SATURDAY, JULY 14
9 AM SHOTGUN START
8:30 AM
exist. Good communication will ensure that
opportunities aren’t missed and the partnership is
fruitful. Another key partnership opportunity is with
Over $3,000 in prizes
and everyone wins
the Cranberry Public Library. Joint programming,
at least a $25 prize
information sharing, and cross-promotion are all
See www.cctchest.org for more details
ways that the Parks and Recreation Department can
work closely with the Library to join forces in an effort
www.CTCChest.org
to make available a wide cross section of programs
for all ages and interests. Township staff must always be open to partnering with volunteers and organizations
to deliver services and must have the skills necessary to evaluate whether partnerships are an effective way to
deliver a particular service. Through all of the cooperative efforts mentioned above, we are able to provide the
community with an excellent variety of activities and programs.
Sponsored by The Cranberry Eagle
Clue Sponsors; Freedom Square Diner,
Shop ‘n Save, Quaker Steak & Lube,
Cranberry Messenger Service, Fun Fore All,
Mathews Jewelers, Howard Insurance
Agency, Longhorn Steakhouse, Treasure
Hunt, Graham Central Coffee House,
Vitamin Shoppe, Houlihans, Omaha Steaks,
Rainier Physical Therapy, Quest
Diagnostics, Bravo, Northwest Savings
Bank Cranberry Orthodontics

$4000+ in Cash & Prizes

Missed a clue or all of them?
Still time to play. Go to

www.CTCChest.org and then to
Treasure Hunt for all the clues.

Unique golf format where your
foursome will tee off each hole
with 18 different clubs using the
latest technology from Ping®,
Callaway®, Adam®, Titleist® and
TaylorMade®. Pick the best of
the four shots, then play your
own ball in from there and
record your score.

Sponsors: UPMC Passavant,
Westinghouse, PNC, Talisman Energy,
Kenny Ross Chevrolet-Buick

Proceeds benefit the Cranberry 9 /11
Memorial to be built at the Rt.19 Fire Station

Black

6.4.2
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Cyan

Cranberry Township
Community Park Donation: $20 per person
See map on page 10-11
for location!

Sponsored by Friends of the Library, The
Cranberry Lions Club, The Chamber,
UPMC Passavant, Talisman Energy, Vein
Institute of Pittsburgh, Westinghouse,
PNC, Fidelity Bank, Revolution Physical
Therapy, North Park Lounge

Magenta

Yellow

It’s not too late to join in the fun
and have a chance to win
thousands of dollars in prizes!
Answer questions focusing on
the Cranberry community in this
program guide! See page 13 for
the hunt questions.
Over 50 prizes will be given out,
including a $600 Drill-bike.

Open to walkers or runners. All
proceeds go directly to the
library of their choice. Sign up
on page 17 and get a FREE
Lions Pancake Breakfast and
much much more. The proceeds
go directly to the Library of
choice.

PARKS & RECREATION COMPONENT
Public Involvement
Cranberry Township provides the public ample
opportunity to be involved in the parks and recreation
network. The Recreation Program Guide invites people
to share their skills and talents with the community as
an instructor. We encourage residents and potential
instructors to submit program ideas and proposals. We
recently developed an online Program Proposal which
allows potential instructors to submit their ideas and
suggestions for programs online.
www.cranberrytownship.org/programproposal.
Residents are encouraged to attend public
meetings, such as those held in conjunction with the
development of this Recreation and Open Space Plan.
The Parks & Recreation Department solicits customer,
participant and membership feedback through online
and paper surveys, such as the following:
•

Waterpark Survey:
www.cranberrytownship.org/waterparksurvey
The link to this survey is included in all receipts at
the facility (Admissions and Concessions).

•

Waterpark Members Survey:
www.cranberrytownship.org/membersurvey
At the end of the season all Waterpark Members
are sent an email with the link to the survey.

•

•

Program Survey:
www.cranberrytownship.org/coursesurvey.
At the end of each course the Recreation Manager
emails the current course; and participants a link
to the survey requesting their feedback on their
program experience.
Preschool Survey:
www.cranberrytownship.org/preschoolsurvey

We strive to keep the residents and businesspersons
informed and involved. This is an ongoing process
that helps staff know and understand the wants and

SIDELINES

needs of the residents, while providing the best quality
programming and facilities to meet these demands.
Agency Personnel
Our Parks and Recreation Department has a welldefined organizational chart with three levels of
administration.
Parks & Recreation Administration:
Director (Interim)
Recreation Manager (1)
Office Services Manager (1)
Activity Coordinator (1)
Customer Service:
Customer Service Staff (5) – 1 is Full Time
Site Supervisors (2) – 1 Full Part Time
Play Center Staff (3)
Programs
Program Support (1)
Program Instructors (30)
Group Fitness Instructors (5)
Preschool Staff (6)
After School Staff (10)
Seasonal
Camp Cranberry Staff (30) - Seasonal
Waterpark Staff - Seasonal
			Lifeguards (50)
			Guest Relations (20)
			Maintenance Staff (10)
			Concessions Staff (20)
Public Works Parks Department
		Supervisor (1)
		
Crew Leader (2)
		
Park Laborers (3)
		
Seasonal – (15 – 20)
		
Long Seasonal – March 1-November 30
		
Short Seasonal – Summer

Asking for feedback is an important aspect of providing excellent customer service. It
is imperative that customer feedback is used regularly – to positively reinforce the good
work of staff and to make changes where necessary to improve recreation offerings.

Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan
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PARKS & RECREATION COMPONENT
Recommendations
The following table highlights recommendations for Cranberry’s parks and recreation operations.
Operations Recommendations

#

Conduct regular communication meetings between parks and recreation
staff and parks facilities maintenance staff.
Clearly define the role of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and
6.4.2 reinvigorate this board as an important resource in planning for and
coordinating recreation events in the Township.
Hold regular meetings with Parks and Recreation staff and Cranberry
6.4.3 Township Library staff to share ideas and information to encourage
increased opportunities for both entities.
6.4.1

Facility

Tier

Sustain/Grow

NA

1

S

NA

1

S

NA

1

S

The Key to the “Tiers” is as follows:

Key to Priority Tiers:

Tier 1 1 to 3 years;
Tier
years;
and
Tier21 4=to18to
3 years
Tier
3
9
to
20
years.
Tier 2 = 4 to 8 years

Tier 3 = 9 to 20 years
S = Sustain
G = Grow

SIDELINES
6.4.4

Partnerships are an important component of Cranberry’s Parks and Recreation
operations, helping us best leverage our internal assets and provide more efficient
recreation opportunities for residents. As the community continues to grow, we must
also grow our relationships with other public and private organizations.
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Financing/Financial Analysis

Recreation Department Budget
REVENUE

The Township has continued to invest in
quality of life amenities through its annual
budget process, but with an understanding
that there is an important balance that must
be struck between user fees and general fundsupported activities. A five-year analysis of
the Township’s past funding levels identifies
a significant portion of the Township’s parks
and recreation annual budget is supported
by its users. Overall the Township parks and
recreation revenues and expenditures have
kept pace and the department has remained
healthy.

$1,700,000.00
$1,550,000.00
$1,400,000.00
$1,250,000.00
$1,100,000.00

Highlights of the parks and recreation financial and
trend analysis include:
• Overall revenue has grown about 13 percent
between 2008 and 2011 or about 4 percent
annualized
•

•

Total expenditures increased 4.2 percent between
2008 and the projected 2012 budget, or at about 1
percent annually
Cranberry Township has spent an average of $273
dollars per person per year during the four-year
period from 2006 to 2009 on parks and recreation
programs and services

Expense Per Capita
2006

2007

2008

2009

EXPENDITURES

AVERAGE

$800.00
$600.00
$400.00

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012*

•

Approximately 75 to 85 percent of the parks and
recreation budget annually over the last 5 years
was supported by user fees

•

In 2011, $1.4 million dollars or 87 percent of the
Parks and Recreation Department expenditures
were supported by revenue generated by the
department’s activities (including recreation fees in
lieu)

•

The number
of full-time
employees has
remained the
same since 2008

Recreational
opportunities are
important determinants
of where people
decide to live.

Recreational
opportunities
are important
determinants of where people decide to live. As
a part of the analysis the Township reviewed its
recreation expenditures to comparable communities
and found we have kept pace providing a high level
of recreational opportunities that attract and retain
residents.
A full copy of the financial and trend analysis can be
found in Appendix F-2

SIDELINES
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In 2011, the Cranberry Water Park received 67,000 visitors or an average of
about 700 guests for every day the pool was open.
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Maintenance of Facilities and Equipment
The Township’s Public
Works Department is
tasked with maintaining
325 acres of park land.

Our Public Works Department is responsible for maintaining 341 acres of Township
owned lands. Of the 341 acres, 325 acres are park land and 16 acres are other public
spaces. To ensure that these areas are maintained to a high standard, we have a
devoted Parks Division within the Public Works management team. This Division’s
primary responsibility is to present a positive image within the parks, ensure safe and
clean facilities, and keep the Township properties well maintained.

We have a well-developed maintenance management plan that
provides both general and proprietary maintenance recommendations and procedures. The
Parks Maintenance Manual (see Appendix M-2) outlines the maintenance approach for the
following five divisions: turf grass, trees and landscaped areas, skinned infields,walking trails,
and facilities and site amenities. Within each division, a detailed inventory is followed by the
proposed maintenance plan.

Cranberry Township
PUBLIC WORKS GROUNDS MAINTENANCE DIVISION

PARKS MAINTENANCE PLAN
CRANBERRY TOWNSHIP built

for you.

We also have an Athletic Field Use Policy (see Appendix A-2) that establishes policies
and procedures to assure safe and playable fields. Along with the policy, an Athletic Field
Maintenance Manual (see Appendix M-2) has been developed to provide maintenance
personnel, and various associations’ detailed methods to determine playability and how to
properly maintain the fields.

Risk Management Analysis

ATHLETIC FIELD MAINTENANCE MANUAL

Risk management is defined by DCNR as:
“the process of making park areas and recreation facilities safer by conducting
and documenting routine safety inspections, having procedures in place to
correct problems and performing the necessary work promptly.”
A risk management plan covers all recreation areas, facilities, programs and services offered. Acceptable
standards of operation must be established internally for recreation areas and facilities, taking into consideration
staffing requirements and capacities. Each component of the park or recreation area needs to be thoroughly
inspected and compared to those standards of acceptable conditions, and then classified as a safety risk or in
good condition.

PLAY CALLS

Risk management is an important assessment focused on providing safe facilities, and ensuring the safety of park
patrons, and ensuring safety for those performing the work in the parks. Currently, our Park Maintenance staff
does not have a risk management plan. Therefore, a risk management plan needs to be established.

6.6.1

X
O

“Cranberry Township is fortunate to have residents who volunteer their time to coach the
kids, do the physical labor needed to augment the Township’s great maintenance staff
and those who help to gather and distill the community’s input, as my fellow committee
X
X
members did.”
X X
X X X X X X
O O OOOO O
O
O O

Gary Winterhalter
Recreation and Open Space Plan Citizens Advisory Committee
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Recommendations
The following table highlights recommendations for Cranberry’s parks and recreation maintenance of facilities
and equipment.
Maintenance Recommendations

#
6.6.1
6.6.2
6.6.3

Create a capital equipment replacement list that has a 3 to 5 year horizon
for each Township park to ensure that all Township equipment remains in
safe working order.
Budget for tree maintenance and removal to ensure that the Township's
tree canopy thrives and remains vibrant.
Develop a preventative maintenance plan specific to playground
inspections.

Facility

Tier

Sustain/Grow

All

1

S

All

1

S

All

1

S

6.6.4

Designate practice fields and competition fields to increase the life cycle of
competition fields and to assist in maintenance of those fields.

All

1

S

6.6.5

Revise CLASS scheduling of fields to include more detail on type of use and
frequency to improve maintenance and ensure field quality.

All

1

S

6.6.6

Improve communication between park maintenance staff, parks and
recreation staff and the athletic associations specific to field scheduling
and rotation.

NA

1

S

6.6.7

Hold annual field usage seminar to educate field users of the athletic fields
on proper treatment and maintenance of the fields. Use "Athletic Field
Policy" and maintenance manuals as guides.

NA

1

S

The Key to the “Tiers” is as follows:
Tier 1 1 to 3 years;
Tier 2 4 to 8 years; and
Tierto
3 Priority
9 to 20 Tiers:
years.
Key

Tier 1 = 1 to 3 years
Tier 2 = 4 to 8 years
Tier 3 = 9 to 20 years
S = Sustain
G = Grow

SIDELINES

Cranberry’s sports fields get quite a workout! The Township is home to five athletic
associations and hosts approximately 3,000 events each year on the sports fields!
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PARKS & RECREATION COMPONENT
Recommendations
Given the preceding inventory and related analysis, we believe that Cranberry’s parks and recreation network
should, as described above:
1. Emphasize Community Parks (vs. neighborhood parks or smaller parks)
2. Enhance equipment facilities, and features
3. Increase programs
4. Boost administration and personnel
5. Improve maintenance operations
In addition, we realize that we need to fund the growth of the parks and recreation system and:
6. Expand revenues
Please refer to pages 9.1 to 9.6 for a Synthesis of Recommendations.
Also, please refer to Section 9 on overall recommendations, and to the Appendix under: “Fee-in-Lieu of
Recreation” and “User Fees” for additional details on expanding revenues.
In addition, please note the following specific facility deficits, as described in Appendix P-1, pages P-1 through
P-1.7.

Facility Type
Ball Fields
Basketball Courts
Picnic Shelters
Soccer Fields
Tennis Courts
Volleyball Courts

2012
Deficit
0
4
7
0
10
2

2030
Deficit
9
9
18
1
21
7

The analysis of Service Areas for various park and
recreational facilities provides an objective basis for
determining potential deficits in close to home leisure
pursuits. The National Recreation and Park Association
(NRPA) has promoted the Service Area concept since the
1960s. For example, being within 1 mile of a basketball
court, enables an interested user group to easily walk to such
a facility. Being within 2 miles of a tennis court, or 3 miles of
a soccer field, enables interested user groups to drive to such
facilities within a reasonable timeframe.
The Service Area maps (on the following pages) reveal
locations where particular types of facilities where user
groups are proximate to various recreational facilities, and
areas where there are gaps. In the areas that have gaps, new
facilities could be justified to better serve the community.

SIDELINES
6.7.1

Like the information shown here, picnic shelters were also a concern expressed by
residents in the Recreation and Open Space Plan survey. Many residents responded
that more picnicking areas are needed for families – not just large pavilions for
gatherings but picnic tables to accommodate single families wishing to dine outside.
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Implementation Summary
In light of the preceding information, we established a “sweet 16” list of priorities for:
•

Best of the best facilities; and

•

Best of the best programs.

The lists were generated from public input, staff observations, and direction from the Recreation and Open
Space Plan Advisory Committee. Each recommendation received through the Recreation and Open Space Plan
process was added to a master list, and those suggestions were then pared down to enable a greater focus on
the areas of most need. The following highlights the top 16 requests in both facilities and programming, in order
of highest to lowest priority.

Best of the Best – Facilities:

Best of the Best – Programming:  

1. Playground Upgrades at All Parks

1. Bicycle Riding

2. Community Recreation Center (Indoor Recreation

2. Teen Activities

Facility)

3. Performing Arts

3. Trail Connections to Link Existing Parks

4. Deck Hockey

4. Bicycle Racks at All Parks

5. Exercise/Fitness

5. Lighting Upgrades at All Parks

6. Green Training/Landscaping

6. Shade Trees at All Parks

7. Yoga/Pilates

7. Special Program Areas - Lindner Tract (upland)

8. Hiking/Trail Club

8. Pedestrian Gathering Areas (plazas) at All Parks

9. Nature Study

9. Fields/Playfields (& upgrades) at All Parks

10. Senior Activities

10. Basketball Court(s) at All Parks

11. Arts and Crafts

11. Community Gardens at All Parks

12. Cooking

12. Passive Nature Study Area at All Parks

13. Dance

13. Picnic Table Platforms, Shelters at All Parks

14. Sledding

14. Signage Upgrades at All Parks

15. Stargazing/Astronomy

15. Tennis Courts at All Parks

16. Youth Activities

16. Volleyball Courts at All Parks

SIDELINES

The Recreation and Open Space Plan Citizens Advisory Committee was instrumental
in prioritizing the “Sweet 16” facilities and programming recommendations. Several
exercises and much dialogue led to the order you see above.
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Introduction
The Open Space & Greenways of Cranberry Township can in large part be considered as “background open space”.
In other words, these are the lands that reflect “mother nature” on properties that are not yet fully developed, are
in agricultural use, or woodland, or stream environment, or other natural resource.
Although the parks and recreation component can be calibrated with statistical values based on standards of
the NRPA – National Recreation & Park Association, there are no metrics to gauge how much open space or
greenways a community should have.
In addition to recitals of acreages listed on pages 3.3.1 and 3.3.2, please note that the Natural Resources of
Cranberry Township are represented on the Natural Resources map in Appendix M-1, which depicts:
•

streams;

•

wetlands;

•

lakes;

•

100 year floodplain;

•

500 year floodplain;

•

slopes over 15%; and

•

forests.

In essence, we believe that these natural resources, combined with existing Active Agricultural lands, constitute
the primary areas of the Open Space and Greenways network.
The challenge is to balance economic development with protection of these resources over the next 20 years and
beyond.
In addition to the “natural open space” comprised of natural resources and Active Agricultural Lands, open space
is also part of the urbanizing areas of Cranberry Township. Urban open space can take on the form of a Plaza, a
Square, or a Village Green. To this end, this chapter concludes with the concept of “Private Sector” open space, as
illustrated in the graphic titled: “Transect of Open Space & Greenways”.

SIDELINES
7.1

Cranberry has long been renowned for its stunning natural environment. Whether
you are traversing through the rolling hills of the northwest section of the community,
traveling through the sprawling farmland in the northeast, or following Brush Creek as
it makes its way through the Township, Cranberry has much to offer in terms of natural
beauty.
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Open Space and Greenways Inventory
and Analysis
As part of the development of The Cranberry Plan,
a robust public visioning process was led by the
Cranberry Plan Steering Committee (composed
of members of the Cranberry Township Planning
Advisory Committee
and the Board of
Supervisors), and
There are approximately
the Citizen Advisory
2,000 acres of existing
Panel (CAP).
Township open space.

However, projections
indicate an additional
3,000 acres designated
for various forms of open
space and greenways (for
a total of 5,000 acres of
open space).

Meetings led by the
Citizen Advisory
Panel included
relevant subjects
such as “Trails,
Sidewalks, and
Bikeways”, and
“Sustainability”.
Within the Citizen
Advisory Panel, the Parks and Recreation Task Force
addressed the particular issues of Open Space and
Greenways.
In addition to public visioning meetings and
workshops, and the research of the Parks and
Recreation Task Force, one piece of data collection
utilized in the creation of The Cranberry Plan was in the
form of a citizens survey, sent to a random selection
of 3,000 of Cranberry Township’s 11,000 households.
Response was very high.
Then, in 2011, an online survey gauged opinions
regarding the future of the Township’s parks and
recreation facilities and programs. Again, response to
this survey request was high.
According to the survey results, public recreation
is “very important” or “important” to 80.3% of
respondents, while 86.9% of respondents visit
Township parks or recreational facilities, and 70.9%
are “very satisfied” or “satisfied” with these facilities.
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Therefore, while the meetings, workshops, research,
and surveys highlighted that Cranberry Township
has an outstanding array of well-utilized recreational
options, they also brought to light the following:
1. A desire for an expanded network of linked
greenways, sidewalks, and trails. Survey
respondents identified “Multipurpose Trails
Between Parks”, “Multipurpose Trails Between Key
Destinations”, and “Paved Walking Trails” as the top
three (3) additional recreational needs in Cranberry
Township, out of 15 categories.
2. A need for a wider array of indoor and outdoor
spaces for unstructured recreation; and
3. An interest in preserving sensitive natural areas
such as steep slopes, mature tree stands, wetlands,
and stream corridors.
Map analysis tells us a great deal about the Township’s
current and potential open space assets. For example,
there are approximately 2,000 acres of existing
Township open space. However, based on the
disposition of undeveloped lands, and projections
of balanced Township growth, there could be an
additional 3,000
acres designated
for various forms
Survey respondents
of open space and
identified “Multipurpose
greenways (for a total
Trails Between Parks”,
of approximately
“Multipurpose Trails
5,000 acres of open
Between Key Destinations”,
space).
and “Paved Walking Trails”

as the top three (3) adThe current
ditional recreational needs
inventory of
in Cranberry Township, out
Open Space and
of 15 categories.
Greenways is shown
on the “Greenways,
Open Space, and
Agricultural Lands maps on page 101 of The Cranberry
Plan. This map also shows undeveloped and protected
open spaces parcels, which represent potential
opportunities for additional public access, open space
conservation, and greenway connections.

Sustainability was the top priority set forth in The Cranberry Plan. Through the
Recreation and Open Space Plan we will strive to cultivate activities that promote
environmental education and embrace and enhance our natural environment.
Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan

7.2

OPEN SPACE & GREENWAYS COMPONENT
Open Space & Greenway Network Vision
In addition to the outreach initiatives for The Cranberry Plan, this Recreation and Open Space Plan involved
several Public Meetings, and many Citizen Advisory Committee meetings. All “wish lists” and recommendations of
this Plan were reviewed and refined as a result of the outreach during 2011 and 2012. A vibrant and multifaceted
vision of open space and greenways emerged.
This vision includes, but is not limited to, the following elements:
1. Maintenance and enhancement of Cranberry’s existing open space assets
2. An interconnected network of greenways, bicycle trails, and sidewalks
3. Outdoor spaces that are linked to each other, and to residential neighborhoods, schools, businesses, and
other civic amenities
4. Natural features that are preserved and protected
5. Additional opportunities for unstructured enjoyment of the outdoors
6. More pet-friendly open spaces
7. Continuing the public planning dialogue as the Township’s needs evolve
In addition, the Citizen Advisory Committee felt that the Private Sector should take the responsibility to create
and maintain Plazas, Squares, and Village Greens in the urbanizing areas of the Township. This concept is
addressed at the end of this chapter.
Overall, Cranberry will continue to strive to create an environment with a healthy balance between development,
active and passive recreational opportunities, and natural open space, which is important for maintaining a high
quality of life.
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7.3

Connectivity is key. We want everyone in the community to have an opportunity to
explore and enjoy Cranberry’s open spaces. We strive to create an environment where
residents have access to these areas by means other than a car. Pedestrian connections
to open spaces are critical in creating a walkable, vibrant, and healthy community.
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OPEN SPACE & GREENWAYS COMPONENT
Ownership Status
Greenways are natural corridors that serve as connectors between people and places. They consist of floodplain
areas, meadows, stream valleys, and woodland. In many cases, these greenways are relatively narrow in width,
and traverse many properties within a given watershed. Greenways can be paved or unpaved to accommodate
different transportation modes, including bicycles, wheelchairs, horses, as well as pedestrians and runners. These
are stretches of open space located primarily and predominantly on private land.
In Cranberry, 68 Home Owners Associations possess 1,770 acres of open space, while other private entities own
166 acres. The Township owns 646 acres of public open space, mainly consisting of Cranberry Highlands Golf
Course and the three community parks.
Cranberry Township advocates the protection of greenways and open
spaces through compliance with existing Ordinances, and through
conscientious stewardship of natural resources. Cranberry Township also
foresees partnership opportunities, whereby the private greenways are
linked to public parks, recreation areas, and trails.
Please refer to Appendix M-1 for maps depicting open space and
greenways.
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According to DCNR,
“Greenways provide
opportunities to protect and
manage wildlife, forests and
ecological systems.
Greenways can become
corridors connecting natural
areas, making it possible
for more varieties of plants
to grow and for wildlife to
access water and food by
traveling along the
greenway.”

From its origins as a hunting and fishing ground for Native Americans, Brush Creek
has shown its importance as a natural resource for the community. Soon residents and
visitors will be able to get a little closer to the creek. A trail network is proposed along
the creek within Graham Park, with extensions into areas north and south of the park.
The creek provides a great opportunity to expand Cranberry’s natural corridors.
Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan
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OPEN SPACE & GREENWAYS COMPONENT
Issues/Oppositions/Potential Threats
One of Cranberry’s challenges over the next 20 years and beyond will be to maintain strong economic development
while preserving and enhancing natural resources and open space.
Given the high quality of life that Township residents already enjoy, and situated as it is in a growth area along
major transportation corridors, it is expected that Cranberry will continue to be a highly desirable place to build a
business, raise a family, and enjoy the amenities of the overall environment.
It will be important to work to balance this expected growth in the built environment and the preservation and
enhancement of our open spaces. The Township is fortunate to have experienced and dedicated local governance
and residents willing to engage in dialogue about the important issues concerning Cranberry’s future, such as the
type and extent of development.
Certainly, this dialogue has shown that visions for the Township’s future can differ, and in a diverse community it is
expected that residents will have diverging economic priorities and personal values. However, based on the public
input process undertaken during the generation of The Cranberry Plan, and this Comprehensive Parks, Recreation,
Open Space and Greenways Plan, a variety of viewpoints is one of Cranberry Township’s many strengths.

PLAY CALLS

Another aspect pertaining to open space that is indicated at the end of this chapter, and in the Appendix relates to
Private Open Space. Refer to Appendix section O-1 and T-1 for a discussion on the provision of Squares, Plazas, and
Village Greens by the Private Sector through construction within new development

“Balance will be important as Cranberry evolves as one of the most vibrant communities in the
United States. Maintaining the tranquility of recreational and green spaces will guarantee that
our town is a place to both live and work productively…and not just become another
X
X
commuter destination.”

X

O

X X
X X X X X X
O O OOOO O
O
O O
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Fred Peterson
Recreation and Open Space Plan Citizens Advisory Committee

We care about the community’s natural environment. Recent zoning
amendments now require residential developers to include more acreage of
open space in certain zoning districts.
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OPEN SPACE & GREENWAYS COMPONENT
Open Space & Green Development/Protection Options
As Cranberry Township grows over the next 20 years and beyond, careful planning and growth management
should ensure that the Township grows in a way that maintains the high quality of life that residents desire.
In an effort to create a balance between development, the enhancement of open space and greenways, and
the protection of natural features, there are several options, or strategies, that we will consider. These strategies
include:
1. Expand existing parks to create larger, contiguous open space areas
2. Achieve a balance with a minimum percentage of open space in PRD, TND, or other creative land
development options involving compact development
3. Enforce existing regulations and Ordinance provisions with respect to setbacks and buffers (property,
riparian, wetland, floodplain, etc)
4. Explore opportunities through conservation, agricultural, and public access easements (e.g., the Powell
Farm Conservation Easement)
5. Implement a program of Transferable Development Rights (TDRs), whereby certain lands are identified as
“Sending Areas” to remain open, and other lands are identified as “Receiving Areas” to potentially absorb
higher intensities of development
6. Integrate, where feasible, wetlands, floodplains, and stream corridors into Best Management Practices
(BMPs) for stormwater management and groundwater recharge
7. Evaluate the feasibility of partnering with an organization such as a land trust to purchase, own, protect,
promote, and maintain open spaces and greenways where appropriate
These and other strategies can be the subject of follow-up work by the Township Staff and various Boards and
Commissions.
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Planning is good but doing is better! We will use the strategies listed above, as well as
the recommendations shared throughout this report to ensure the long-term health of
the community.
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OPEN SPACE & GREENWAYS COMPONENT
Transect of Open Space & Greenways
The information shown on the “Transect of Open
Space & Greenways” graphic on the following page
is intended to express the gradation of how parks,
recreation, and open space varies from rural to urban
environments. The characteristics of each open space
type vary depending on the intensity of the land use.
For example, a greenway in the T-1 Natural Zone is
without structures and it consists of an expansive array
of natural features. In contrast, a Square or Plaza in a
T-6 Urban Core Zone is paved, intimate in size/scale,
and desirable as a pedestrian gathering area.
The Transect is intended to properly position the
various types of future open spaces in those places of
Cranberry Township that are appropriate for the use
(and to deter the positioning of an inappropriate type
of open space in a place where it should not go). In
addition, the Transect can be used as a visual guide for
site selection criteria.
In a botanical sense, one frequently hears about “right
plant – right place”. This concept infers that certain
plants like more light, or more shade. Other plants
prefer warm environments or cool environments.
Some plants prefer well drained soils, while others like
moist conditions.
In a similar way, we could think about “right park –
right place”. It would be completely understandable
to walk along an unpaved nature trail in a rural
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environment, and equally appropriate to use a paved
walkway in an urban environment. Community
gardens seem plausible in a farm setting, versus tennis
courts. Essentially, the character and intensity of most
outdoor recreation plans tends to vary in terms of the
amount of surfacing that one finds in relation to the
extent of structures and level of participation.
Intuitively, we
would position
Transect is intended to
a Community
properly position the various
Center building
types of future open spaces
in close
in those places of Cranberry
proximity to
Township that are approprithe populace
ate for the use.
served on
a site that
could absorb
significant pavements for parking. In contrast, we
already positioned the Cranberry Highlands Golf
Course on a rolling, rural site (versus close to the
intersection of Routes 19 & 228).
The Open Space Transect will help Cranberry Township
decide on appropriateness of different facility types,
in the context of the existing landscape types. In
addition, Cranberry Township will expect the Private
Sector to create and maintain Plazas, Squares, and
Village Greens, within the urbanizing portions of
Cranberry Township, especially in the central and
southern portions of our growing community .

No two communities are the same and effective planning tactics cannot be done in a
“one size fits all” mindset. The Open Space Transect is a helpful community planning
tool because it assists in deciding what is best for our community in specified locations.
No cookie-cutter plans here!
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Squares & Plazas

Village Greens

Community Parks

Trails & Pathways

(Private Sector)

(Public Sector)

Greenways & Natural Areas

Open Space & Greenways:
Areas and Types

3. The Private Sector pertains to private
property owners.

2. The Public Sector pertains to Cranberry
Township.

1. This Transect depicts the Character Areas
and Types of Open Space & Greenways,
ranging from more rural to more urban.

Notes:
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7.7.2

PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLE MOBILITY COMPONENT
Data Collection & Analysis
The extensive public input gathered during the
development of The Cranberry Plan in 2009 identified
pedestrian and bicycle connectivity as a top priority of
the community. Specifically, public input confirmed
the Township’s desire for an improved and integrated
network of sidewalks, bikeways, and trails throughout
Cranberry and neighboring communities.
Using the extensive civic engagement and public
outreach efforts of The Cranberry Plan as a foundation,
several goals regarding connectivity were developed.
We recognize the need to improve pedestrian
and bicyclist mobility and provide alternative
transportation to automobile travel. Regarding
connectivity, The Cranberry Plan states:

GOAL 11
•

•

Cranberry Township will improve connectivity and
mobility to become a community with a grid network
of interconnected streets, sidewalks and trails and
will connect and expand the local pedestrian and
street network to access key north/south and east/
west transportation corridors.
Action steps outlined in The Cranberry Plan
include:
• 1B – Develop and fund a program to complete
missing sidewalk connections throughout the
Township
• 1D – Develop a traffic calming policy for
Township streets and update the Public and
Private Improvements Code (PPIC) to include
traffic- calming standards
• 1H – Amend existing zoning and subdivision
and land development ordinances to strengthen existing requirements for pedestrian and
vehicular connections between adjacent
developments.
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Therefore, as an outgrowth of The Cranberry Plan, the
Township adopted in 2010 the Bicyclist and Pedestrian
Connections Plan, attached as Appendix P-4 to this
Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and
Greenways Plan.
The information collected and reviewed during the
production of the Bicyclist and Pedestrian Connections
Plan included crash data, the location of bicycle and
pedestrian origins and destinations, gaps in existing
bicycle and pedestrian networks, and areas of safety
concern.
The project team also reviewed standards and
guidelines contained in PennDOT publications,
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) manuals, and
the Pennsylvania Codified Statutes.
Public forums and feedback provided additional data
points and helped to focus the efforts of the project
Based on this information, and utilizing, in part, GIS
mapping technology as an analysis tool, a wide range
of recommendations were made for establishing and
maintaining a pedestrian and bicycle network for
bridging critical gaps and addressing connectivity
needs and safety concerns. The Cranberry Township
Code of Ordinances was also reviewed to provide a
contextual “cross-checking “basis for the analysis and
recommendations.
Please refer to the Bicyclist and Pedestrian Connections
Plan, Appendix P-4, for additional information.

See that sidewalk? The Township requires developers to build sidewalks as a part of
their development requirements for new construction in Cranberry. With new
development and redevelopment of older properties, our sidewalk network continues
to grow, increasing connectivity and pedestrian access to schools, neighborhoods,
workplaces, businesses, and more! This all happens without using tax-payer dollars.
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PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLE MOBILITY COMPONENT
Demand & Potential Use
Utilizing the Cranberry Township GIS mapping tools, current development patterns and land uses, zoning,
and sidewalk coverage can be viewed and analyzed. Critical travel generators/activity nodes, such as large
employers, schools, parks, and shopping centers can also be viewed using GIS mapping.
Further, in 2010 the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (SPC) generated Bicycle Suitability Maps that
delineate the suitability roads within Butler County for bicycle travel. These maps are located within the Bicyclist
and Pedestrian Connections Plan, and identify routes that are Above Average, Average, and Below Average
suitability for bicycling based on factors such as traffic volume and speed, shoulder width, etc.
The combination of this information and mapping helps to show where there may be demand for additional, safe
pedestrian and bicycle routes between critical travel generators. For example, if the only bicycle route between a
school and a park is a busy road, the Township could conclude that a safer, more user-friendly connection may be
warranted.
For pedestrians, areas of high demand between and within critical travel generators could be upgraded. Paths
within parks can be widened to provide a greater buffer between bicyclists and pedestrians, or paved to permit
greater mobility by those in wheelchairs or pushing strollers.
The mapping created as part of the Bicyclist and Pedestrian Connections Plan should be regularly updated to
assess ongoing demand and use. For example, as part of the SPC’s ongoing regional bicycle planning effort,
Cranberry Township could request bicycle counts to supplement the Township’s planning efforts.
Based on the input of Cranberry’s citizens, potential use is also driven by a variety of amenities that support
their daily activities with children and pets. The existing picnic areas and the Dog Park are very popular.
The construction of more of these type places would, in turn, encourage the use of Pedestrian and Bicycle
connections throughout the Township.
Please refer to the Bicyclist and Pedestrian Connections Plan, Appendix P-4, for additional information.
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We actively seek partnerships and alternative funding opportunities in an effort to
enhance our pedestrian network.
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PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLE MOBILITY COMPONENT
Recommendation for Project Phasing
The Bicyclist and Pedestrian Connections Plan recommended
enhancements for bicycles and pedestrians that can be implemented
as part of initial phase, and some that should be implemented
after other improvements have been completed, such as roadway
repaving.
Initial Phase 1 enhancements include signage and pavement
markings along the more heavily traveled on-road bicycle routes.
A priority for pedestrian improvements in Cranberry Township is
to continue to enforce zoning and land development ordinance
requirements regarding the construction of sidewalks, and
connecting critical gaps in the sidewalk network, particularly adjacent
to neighborhood parks.

A priority for pedestrian
improvements in Cranberry
Township is to continue to
enforce zoning and land
development ordinance
requirements regarding the
construction of sidewalks,
and connecting critical gaps
in the sidewalk network,
particularly adjacent to
neighborhood parks.

Examples of Phase 1 enhancements include:
•

On-Road Bicycle Connections along Haine School Road between Freedom Road and Rochester Road (with
links to Rolling Road south of Freedom Road);
		
• Paving the North Boundary Park Trail, making it a one-way loop for greater separation of bicyclists and
pedestrians;
•

Revising the Public and Private Improvements Code to incorporate design standards that implement the
Bicyclist and Pedestrian Connections Plan;

•

Building a sidewalk along Powell Road from Freedom Road to Rochester Road.

KEY GOALS:
• Connect parks
• Connect neighborhoods
• Multi-modal options for
all ages and abilities
• Linkages to commercial/
business destinations
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Later phase bicycle enhancements are contingent on the reconstruction of existing roads and intersections to include bicycle and
pedestrian elements, such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New or expanded paved shoulders
Bicycle lanes
Signage and pavement markings
Sidewalks
Crosswalks
Curb ramps
Bicycle racks
ADA-compliant pedestrian pushbuttons; and
Pedestrian signal heads

The Township is in the process of installing new bike racks at Township facilities.
Be on the lookout for new cranberry-colored racks at the Municipal Center,
Community Park, Graham Park, and North Boundary Park.
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PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLE MOBILITY COMPONENT
Some desirable enhancements will require the input and support of outside agencies. An example of a future
pedestrian connection that falls into this category is a connection under the Turnpike linking the neighborhoods
east of Graham School Road to Graham Park. The Township will continue to discuss this linkage with the
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection and the Turnpike Commission.
Please refer to the Bicyclist and Pedestrian Connections Plan, Appendix P-4, for additional information.
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Cranberry Township’s Bicyclist and Pedestrian Network Connections maps are
updated monthly as new developments, and subsequently those developments’ required
pedestrian improvements, are completed.
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PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLE MOBILITY COMPONENT
Implementation Strategy/Executive
Summary
Cranberry Township is a community where residents
and visitors of all ages and abilities can choose to
bike and walk safely and securely for transportation,
recreation, and exercise.
By promoting pedestrian and bicycle initiatives, the
Township’s citizens will benefit from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Increased mobility and travel options
Improved safety
Reduced traffic congestions
Improved community health and quality of life
Improved air quality and reduced energy
consumption
Reduced household transportation costs
A stronger local economy

The Bicyclist and Pedestrian Connections Plan (see
Appendix P-4), highlights the importance of making
connections to activity nodes such as employment,
shopping, schools, parks, residential neighborhoods,
and the like.
In addition, other initiatives of Cranberry Township
would help with implementation. For example,
under the Streetscape Enhancement Overlay (SEO)
District, Cranberry Township advocates sidewalks
and crosswalks. Further, through the PRD - Planned
Residential Development, and TND – Traditional
Neighborhood Development (not to mention the
SLDO -Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance
and PPIC - Public & Private Improvements Code),
Cranberry Township advocates pedestrian connectivity
and linkage.

made aware of the applicable laws and regulations,
as well as common courtesies for “share the road”
conditions.
At the same time, as significant investment of financial
resources will be required to implement, over time,
the improvements recommended within the Bicyclist
and Pedestrian Connections Plan. Therefore, a
combination of public/private initiatives, county and
state funding, and volunteer work is needed for the
construction and
maintenance of
the improvements
Cranberry Township is
described in this
Plan.
a community where

residents and visitors of

Through continual
all ages and abilities can
planning
choose to bike and walk
and analysis,
safely and securely
communication with
all stakeholders,
for transportation,
as well as the
recreation, and exercise.
enforcement of
existing zoning and
land development
ordinance
provisions, improvements can be incorporated into
future construction and development projects at
minimal cost, thereby providing the greatest benefit to
the citizens of Cranberry.

The implementation of the Bicyclist and Pedestrian
Connections Plan will depend on the education of the
public. Bicyclists, pedestrians, and motorists must be

SIDELINES
8.4

A public education piece on bicycle safety and rules for biking in Cranberry Township
is forthcoming and will be released to the community in Summer 2012.
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PEDESTRIAN & BICYCLE MOBILITY COMPONENT
Overall Recommendations
The following recommended items are of overall importance to pedestrian and bicycle mobility:
1. Maintain and enhance the existing bicycle and pedestrian routes for safety and accessibility (give a high
priority to low-cost items such as signage and pavement marking along existing bicycle networks, and
adding picnic areas along trails)
2. Continue to educate the public regarding bicycle and pedestrian safety
3. Enforce the zoning and land development ordinance provisions with respect to pedestrian and bicycle
mobility and connections
4. Incorporate improvements into future roadway reconstruction/rehabilitation projects
5. Concentrate on the “missing links”
6. Explore opportunities with private landowners for public/private partnerships to create linkages between
travel generators/activity nodes
7. Update maps and analyze the current information as frequently as possible
8. Share the Township’s goals with adjacent communities and County and State agencies
9. Continue the public dialogue
Please refer to the Bicyclist and Pedestrian Connections Plan, Appendix P-4, for additional information.
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8.5

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
Parks & Recreation
There are four “big picture” aspects to the Parks & Recreation Conclusions &
Recommendations:
1. Aggressively and systematically maintain the high quality system the
Township currently has
2. Evaluate options for an indoor sports facility
3. Expand Parks and Recreation offerings by adding facilities within or near
existing parks and upgrading existing facilities to accommodate increased
usage
4. Reflect on the overall acreage needs of the parks & recreation system

Cranberry Township
is reasonably well
endowed with
Community Parkland.

The specific improvements and enhancements to the existing system are set forth in Section 6.
From the standpoint of overall acreage needs, we believe that Cranberry Township is reasonably well endowed
with Community Parkland. According to the NRPA – National Recreation and Park Association, communities like
Cranberry should have about 8.5 acres per 1,000 people, in order to have an adequate amount of space available
in which or on which to recreate.
If we take the year 2030 projection from The Cranberry Plan of 50,000 total population, we would need
approximately 425 acres to adequately serve user needs. (50,000 ÷ 1,000 persons x 8.5 acres/1,000 = 425 Ac.) At
present, Cranberry Township has 505 acres comprised of:

The real challenge is
to “outfit” the existing
parks and recreational
facilities with the types
of facilities and activity
areas to better diversify
these places and to
make them more
enjoyable and useful.

9.1

•
•
•
•
•

Community Park at 70 acres
North Bound Park at 128 acres
Graham Park at 115 acres
Municipal Center at 6 acres
Cranberry Highlands at 186 acres

Fortunately, decisions made by the Township over the past 20 years have
yielded a supply of recreation opportunities to generally meet, or to be
poised to meet, the various demands for recreational activities and programs.
The real challenge is to “outfit” the existing parks and recreational facilities
with the types of facilities and activity areas to better diversify these places
and to make them more enjoyable and useful.
To these ends, this Recreation and Open Space Plan identifies many
enhancements, improvements, and wish lists that will keep us busy for many
years to come.

Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
Open Space & Greenways
While Cranberry Township will continue to advocate the protection of Natural Resources through enforcement of
existing Ordinances, we see opportunities to better affirm the open space & greenway network (as described in
Section 7).
Essentially, we advocate:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Expansion of parkland onto adjoining properties (not yet developed)
Designate passive open space on development plans to ensure its continued use for enjoyment
Continued open space set aside in compact development programs
Natural resource protection
Enhanced buffering and setbacks in selected areas
Agricultural land protection
Conservation easements
TDR – Transfer of Development Rights
Best Management Practices
Land trusts

Relative to these items, together we can make a difference.

Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan
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OVERALL CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
Pedestrian & Bicycle Mobility
Pedestrian & Bicycle Mobility networks can be enhanced through:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Extensions of existing sidewalks, walkways, pathways and trails
Revising the Public and Private Improvements Code to incorporate design standards that encourage bicyclist
and pedestrian connections
Creation of crosswalks
Forging new routes for sidewalks, walkways, pathways and trails
Creating bicycle linkages
Advocating partnership networks by the private sector
Promotion of the value of linkages between parks and recreational site

In addition, linkages can be created through the Cranberry Township Streetscape Enhancement Overlay District,
PRD regulations, TND regulations, and the like.

9.3
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OVERALL CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
Cost Evaluation
The overall cost of all the wish list items could reach $30 million!
The biggest ticket items include:
•

An Indoor Recreation Center type facility at a cost in the range of $4.1 to $7.6 million;

•

Enhancements to 319 acres of existing community parkland at a cost of $16 million; and

•

Modest upgrades at existing community parkland at a cost of $4.4 million.
Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan

Township
– Butler
County,
PA
There willCranberry
need to be
a concerted
effort
to generate
the resources for
these money
improvements
“Spending
on facilities and enhancements.
programming
that more capital reserve funds;
This could include various types of funding, such as: grants throughand
the
Commonwealth;
people can enjoy will serve the
capital improvement
funds; capital equipment funds; recreational fee-in-lieu
funds;
corporate contributions; and
Cost Evaluation
most people.”
the creation of private sector open space and recreation.
- Ann Reale, Recreation and
The overall cost of all the wish list items could reach $30 million!

Open Space Plan Advisory
Committee Member

Please refer
Appendix
C-1 for
additional information on costs.
Theto
biggest
ticket items
include:
The recommendations set forth in this plan will act as a path leading us to our future progress.
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that
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Sector
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OVERALL CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
Recreation Fee-in-Lieu
According to the Municipalities Planning Code (MPC), a Fee-in-Lieu of
Recreation is permitted in the subdivision and/or land development process.
An Applicant may build park and recreation facilities, or may contribute a
fee, or may do a combination of both. Since 1968, when the MPC was first
adopted, the Fee-in-Lieu of Recreation enabling legislation has existed.
In 1988, many of the other “impact fees” were removed from the MPC.
Recreation was the only impact fee to survive the revisions set forth in Act
170 of 1988 (although Transportation impact fees were introduced as part of
a separate chapter that required a special Transportation Plan). Obviously,
the Legislature has supported Recreation for over 45 years as an important
quality of life attribute in the Commonwealth.

The Legislature has
supported Recreation
for over 45 years as
an important quality
of life attribute in the
Commonwealth.

It should be noted that the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code
enabled Cranberry Township to establish a program whereby developers
can either build parks or contribute a fee-in-lieu of recreation. We have such a program. However, the existing
Recreation Fee-in-Lieu program should be expanded in an effort to respond to the recommendations set forth in
this plan.
See Appendix F-1 for additional details.

9.5
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Synthesis
The final recommendations are listed below:

Recreation and Open Space Plan
#

Full List of Recommendations

Facility

Tier

Sustain/Grow

Community Park

1

S

Community Park

1

S

Parks and Recreation Facilities Recommendations
Evaluate and upgrade where needed, any ADA accessible routes
6.2.1 throughout all parks and facilities. Create an accessibility map for each park
to track the construction of the routes.
Replace the Playtime Palace playground with an updated, age-appropriate
6.2.2
system that meets current safety guidelines.
6.2.3

Construct and mark ADA parking spaces in the parking lot adjacent to the
Playtime Palace.

Community Park

1

S

6.2.4

Evaluate and improve, where necessary, all ADA accessible routes from
accessible parking spaces to the Playtime Palace.

Community Park

1

S

6.2.5

Construct and mark the required number of ADA accessible parking spaces
and accessible routes at the Dog Park.

Community Park

1

S

Community Park

2

S

Graham Park

1

S

Construct a multi-use trail along Brush Creek in Graham Park, connecting to
6.2.8 the Powell Road sidewalk to the north and Rochester Road to the south.
(See project grant application materials in Appendix G2.)

Graham Park

1

G

Systematically work to implement the Graham Park Master Plan Phase 1
6.2.9 elements, including playgrounds at each sports campus and other facilities
set forth in the plan.

Graham Park

1

G

Construct fitness stations along trail, or in "pods", at Graham Park to
6.2.10
opportunities
to runners/walkers using the trail.
# provide other fitnessFull
List of Recommendations

Graham Park
Facility

2
Tier

S
Sustain/Grow

Graham Park

2

S

6.2.6 Improve stormwater drainage on baseball fields at Community Park.
6.2.7

Evaluate and upgrade where needed, any ADA accessible routes
throughout all parks and facilities. Create a map for each park.

Construct
batting
cages at Recommendations
Graham Park in cooperation with Cranberry
Parks and
Recreation
Facilities
6.2.11
Township Athletic Association.
Develop and incrementally implement a tree planting campaign to provide
a tree canopy in areas such as parking lots, along access roads, near
6.2.12 pavilions, along walking trails, etc. at North Boundary Park, through routine
landscaping programs and partnerships with volunteer and non-profit
organizations.
Evaluate and upgrade, where needed, any ADA accessible routes at Lindner
6.2.13
Tract at Community Park.
Construct additional trail at Lindner Tract at Community Park as more fully
6.2.14 shown in the tract's master plan. (See Appendix L-1 for the Lindner Tract at
Community Park Master Plan)

1
Graham Park

2

S

Lindner Tract at
Community Park

1

S

Lindner Tract at
Community Park

1

G

Systematically work to implement the Lindner Tract at Community Park
Lindner Tract at
other
6.2.15 master plan elements, including sledding hill, playground and
3
G
Comprehensive
Recreation
Communityand
ParkOpen Space Plan
facilities.

9.6.1
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Open Space Plan
OVERALL CONCLUSIONS
& RECOMMENDATIONS
Full List of Recommendations

Facility

Tier

Sustain/Grow

# and Recreation Facilities
Full List
of Recommendations
Parks
Recommendations

Facility

Tier

Sustain/Grow

Graham Park
Community Park

2
1

S
S

Community Park
Graham Park

1
2

S
S

Community Park
Lindner Tract at
Community Park
Community Park
Lindner Tract at
Community Park

1

S

1

S

1
1

S
G

Community Park
Lindner Tract at
Community Park
Community Park

1
3
2

S
G
S

Graham
ParkPark
North
Boundary

11

SS

11

S
G

1

G

1

G

2
2

S
S

2

S

Tier

Sustain/Grow

North Boundary Park

2

G

North Boundary Park

2

G

North Boundary

3

G

All

1

S

All

1

G

All

2

S

All

2

S

#

Evaluate
and
upgrade
needed,
any
accessible
routes
Construct
batting
cageswhere
at Recommendations
Graham
Park
inADA
cooperation
with
Cranberry
Parks and
Recreation
Facilities
6.2.11
throughout
all parks
and facilities. Create an accessibility map for each park
6.2.1 Township
Athletic
Association.
to track the
ofimplement
the routes.a tree planting campaign to provide
Develop
andconstruction
incrementally
the Playtime
with
an updated,
age-appropriate
aReplace
tree canopy
in areasPalace
such asplayground
parking lots,
along
access roads,
near
6.2.2
system that
meets
current
safety
along
walking
trails,
etc.guidelines.
at North Boundary Park, through routine
6.2.12 pavilions,
landscaping programs and partnerships with volunteer and non-profit
Construct and mark ADA parking spaces in the parking lot adjacent to the
6.2.3 organizations.
Playtime Palace.
Evaluate and upgrade, where needed, any ADA accessible routes at Lindner
6.2.13
Tract at Community Park.
Evaluate and improve, where necessary, all ADA accessible routes from
6.2.4 Construct additional trail at Lindner Tract at Community Park as more fully
accessible parking spaces to the Playtime Palace.
6.2.14 shown in the tract's master plan. (See Appendix L-1 for the Lindner Tract at
Community Park Master Plan)
Construct and mark the required number of ADA accessible parking spaces
6.2.5 Systematically work to implement the Lindner Tract at Community Park
and accessible routes at the Dog Park.
6.2.15 master plan elements, including sledding hill, playground and other
6.2.6 facilities.
Improve stormwater drainage on baseball fields at Community Park.
Evaluate and upgrade where needed, any ADA accessible routes
6.2.7 Enhance Waterpark features, including the construction of a baby pool and
6.2.16
throughout
all parks
and facilities.
Create
a map
for eachcourt.
park.
the
installation
of a shower
tower at
the sand
volleyball

Constructand
a multi-use
along
Brushany
Creek
Graham Park,
connecting to
Evaluate
upgrade trail
where
needed,
ADAinaccessible
routes
North
Boundary
6.2.17
the Powell Road
sidewalk
to the north
anda Rochester
Road
to the south.
Graham
ParkPark
6.2.8 throughout
all parks
and facilities.
Create
map for each
park.
(See project
grant Boundary
applicationPark
materials
Appendix
Update
the North
MasterinPlan
to fullyG2.)
explore possible
6.2.18 improvements
in
the
Phase
2
area
that
would
further
advance
the
North Boundary Park
Systematically work to implement the Graham Park Master
Plan
Phase 1
recommendations
of
this
Plan.
Graham Park
6.2.9 elements, including playgrounds at each sports campus and other facilities
set forthVeterans
in the plan.
Convert
Field in North Boundary Park to an adult softball field to
6.2.19 better meet the needs of those users and to provide additional recreation
North Boundary Park
Construct fitness stations along trail, or in "pods", at Graham Park to
Graham Park
6.2.10 opportunities for that age group.
provide other fitness opportunities to runners/walkers using the trail.
Develop and incrementally implement a tree planting campaign to provide
a tree canopy in areas such as parking lots, along access roads, near
North Boundary Park
6.2.20 pavilions, along walking trails, etc. at North Boundary Park, through routine
landscaping programs and partnerships with volunteer and non-profit
# organizations.
Facility
Full List of Recommendations
Evaluate
the need
for satellite
maintenance facilities at North Boundary
Parks and
Recreation
Facilities
Recommendations
6.2.21
Park.
Evaluate options for an indoor sports facility either at western end of
6.2.22 current North Boundary Park, on adjacent property, or in the park's Phase
2 area.
6.2.23

Seek opportunity to acquire adjacent property to gain improved access
from North Boundary Park to Goering Road.

Based upon the updated Graham Park master plan and the Township's
Streetscape Enhancement Ordinance, identify a uniform palette of site
6.2.24
furnishings such as bicycle racks, waste receptacles, benches, ash urns,
etc., to be used throughout each Township park.
Expand trail connections throughout the community to increase access to
6.2.25
and from the Township's Parks and Recreation facilities.
Develop a comprehensive tree management program to be used at all
6.2.26 Township parks and properties. Include indigenous and diverse species of
trees.
Designate unprogrammed open spaces within all parks as passive, natural,

6.2.27 Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan
9.6.2
environmental conservation, interpretive, or outdoor enjoyment.

Upgrade lighting at all parks to maintain safety of users and encourage

1

2

Streetscape Enhancement Ordinance, identify a uniform palette of site
furnishings such as bicycle racks, waste receptacles, benches, ash urns,
etc., to be used throughout each Township park.
Expand trail connections throughout the community to increase access to
6.2.25
and from the Township's Parks and Recreation facilities.
Develop a comprehensive tree management program to be used at all
#
Full List of Recommendations
6.2.26 Township parks and properties. Include indigenous and diverse species of
Parks and
Recreation Facilities Recommendations
trees.
Evaluate and
upgrade where
needed,
ADAall
accessible
Designate
unprogrammed
open
spacesany
within
parks as routes
passive, natural,
6.2.27
throughout all parks
and
facilities.
Create
an
accessibility
map
for each park
6.2.1 environmental
conservation, interpretive, or outdoor enjoyment.
to track the construction of the routes.
Upgrade
lighting
at allPalace
parks to
maintain with
safetyanofupdated,
users and
encourage
Replace the
Playtime
playground
age-appropriate
6.2.28
6.2.2
greater
evening
use.
system that
meets
current safety guidelines.
6.2.24

All

1

S

1

G

All

2

Sustain/Grow
S

All Park
Community

21

SS

All Park
Community

21

S

Community
All Park

21

S
G

All Park
Community

2
1

G
S

All
Community
Facility Park

2
1
Tier

G
S
Sustain/Grow

Community
All Park

2
2

S
G

Graham Park

1

S

All

3

G

Graham Park

1

G

NA

1

G

Graham Park

1

G

Graham Park

2

S
G

Graham Park

2

G

Lindner Tract at
Community Park

3

G

All
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OVERALL CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
Facility
Tier

Within
theand
existing
providespaces
additional
facilities
are for adults
Construct
markparks,
ADA parking
in the
parkingthat
lot adjacent
to the
6.2.3 and seniors. Work with local residents and representative organizations to
6.2.29
Playtime Palace.
identify preferred facilities.
Designate
plazas
and pedestrian
gathering
at all parksroutes
to provide
Evaluate and
improve,
where necessary,
allareas
ADA accessible
fromfor
6.2.30
6.2.4 greater passive recreation.
accessible parking spaces to the Playtime Palace.
Create community gardens and/or nature study areas at all parks to enable
6.2.31 Construct and mark the required number of ADA accessible parking spaces
and participate
in community beautification.
6.2.5
# residents to enjoy nature
Full List
of Recommendations
and accessible routes at the Dog Park.
Parks and Recreation Facilities Recommendations
Expand sport
court facilities,
as volleyball,
and tennis
6.2.6 Improve
stormwater
drainagesuch
on baseball
fieldsbasketball,
at Community
Park. at all
6.2.32
community parks to provide greater access to these activities.
Evaluate and upgrade where needed, any ADA accessible routes
6.2.7
throughout
all parks
and facilities.
Create
forat
each
park. Park,
Based on recent
installations,
including
thea map
lighting
Graham
6.2.33 Construct
identify a uniform
lighting
andCreek
type in
to Graham
be used Park,
in all Township
a multi-use
trail standard
along Brush
connecting to
parks.
6.2.8 the Powell Road sidewalk to the north and Rochester Road to the south.

Update
the Recreation
Fee-In-Lieu
program
to provide
additional revenues
(See
project
grant application
materials
in Appendix
G2.)
6.2.34 for park enhancements and implementation of the Recreation and Open
Systematically
work to implement the Graham Park Master Plan Phase 1
Space Plan's recommendations.
6.2.9 elements, including playgrounds at each sports campus and other facilities
Parks and Recreation Programming Recommendations
set forth in the plan.
Facilities that could aid in programming:
Construct fitness
stations along
trail, orPark
in "pods",
at Graham
Park
to
shelters/gazebos
at Graham
to provide
for more
picnicking
6.2.10
6.3.1
provide
other fitness
opportunities to runners/walkers using the trail.
and gathering
opportunities.
6.3.2 Designate green space at Graham Park for bocce and similar activities.
6.3.3 Construct restrooms at Lindner Tract.

3

1

6.3.4

Construct an aerobics/dance studio to enable greater fitness offerings,
such as Zumba, yoga and Pilates, and other dance-fitness related activities.

Municipal Center

1

G

6.3.5

Construct recreation rooms for art and other similar programs to enable
further diversification of recreation offerings.

Municipal Center

1

G

Municipal Center

1

G

Municipal Center

2

G

Municipal Center
Facility

2
Tier

G
Sustain/Grow

6.3.6 Designate more storage space for program related equipment.
6.3.7

Construct kitchen facilities to offer more recreational opportunities for
those who may not wish to participate in sports.

Create recreation specific space especially for small children, such as a play
6.3.8 center within the Municipal Center, to assist parents who may be visiting
# the library or participating
Full List
Recommendations
in aof
recreation
program.

Create
a multi-purpose
room
that can be divided to accommodate more
Parks and
Recreation
Facilities
Recommendations
6.3.9 non-sports recreation programming, as well as to aid community groups in
Municipal Center
2
G
search of meeting space.
Designate a Teen Center where teens can receive tutoring, do homework,
play games, and simply hang out and offer teen-specific activities, including
Municipal Center
3
G
6.3.10
volleyball, basketball, running, and archery programs; dances; teen fitness;
and outdoor adventure programs.
Add another gymnasium to assist in the expansion of indoor
recreation and Recreation and Open Space Plan
Comprehensive
6.3.11
Municipal Center
3
G
sports activities.
General Programming Recommendations:

4

9.6.3

Based on recent installations, including the lighting at Graham Park,
6.2.33 identify a uniform lighting standard and type to be used in all Township
parks.

All

3

G

1

G

Tier

Sustain/Grow

2
2

G
G

2

G

33

G
G

1
3

G
G

1

G

2
1
1
2

G
G
S
G

1

G

2

G

1

G

NA

1

G

NA

1

G

NA

1

G

NA

1

G

NA
Facility

1
Tier

S
Sustain/Grow

NA

1

S

NA

1

S

All

1

S

All

1

S

All

1

S

All

1

S

All

1

S

NA

1

S

NA

1

S

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

Update the Recreation Fee-In-Lieu program to provide additional revenues
6.2.34 for park enhancements and implementation of the Recreation and Open
NA
Space Plan's recommendations.
Parks and Recreation Programming Recommendations
#
Facility
Full List of Recommendations
Facilities that could aid in programming:
Create
a multi-purpose
room
can be
divided
to accommodate
more
Parks and
Recreation
Facilities
Recommendations
Construct
shelters/gazebos
atthat
Graham
Park
to provide
for more picnicking
Graham Park
6.3.1
6.3.9 and
non-sports
recreation
programming, as well as to aid community groups in
Municipal Center
gathering
opportunities.
search of meeting
space.
6.3.2 Designate
green space
at Graham Park for bocce and similar activities.
Graham Park
Designate a Teen Center where teens can receive tutoring, do homework,
Lindner Tract at
play games,
and simply
hang outTract.
and offer teen-specific activities, including
6.3.3 Construct
restrooms
at Lindner
Municipal
Center
6.3.10
Community
Park
volleyball, basketball, running, and archery programs; dances; teen fitness;
and outdoor
programs.
Construct
an adventure
aerobics/dance
studio to enable greater fitness offerings,
Municipal Center
6.3.4 Add another gymnasium to assist in the expansion of indoor recreation and
6.3.11 such as Zumba, yoga and Pilates, and other dance-fitness related activities.
Municipal Center
sports activities.
Construct recreation rooms for art and
other similar
programs
to enable
General
Programming
Recommendations:
6.3.5
Municipal Center
further
diversification
of recreation
offerings.
Offer before
school care
to assist parents
whose workdays begin earlier
6.3.12
Municipal Center
that than the
designated
schoolfor
day.
6.3.6 Designate
more
storage space
program related equipment.
Municipal Center
Add a teen member to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board to
6.3.13 Construct kitchen facilities to offer more recreational opportunities for
NA
6.3.7 generate feedback and ideas that relate specifically to teens.
Municipal Center
those
who
may notofferings
wish to to
participate
in sports.
Increase
program
include more
exercise oriented programs,
6.3.14
NA
such
as
spinning
classes,
stationary
fitness
equipment,
etc. such as a play
Create recreation specific space especially for small children,
within
the Municipal
Center,
to assistrecreation
parents who
may beso
visiting
6.3.8 center
Increase
and diversify
offerings
for summer
programs
that
6.3.15 the library or participating in a recreation program.
programs vary from year to year and are responsive to residents' interests.

Municipal Center
NA

Hold nature-oriented programs, such as hiking, astronomy, landscaping,
and gardening to appeal to a diverse audience.
Create programming opportunities for special needs residents to ensure
6.3.17
that all Cranberry residents have access to recreational activities.
Create programming opportunities for individuals who enjoy or may wish
6.3.18
to participate in performing arts or arts and crafts activities.
Introduce programming for those who would like to participate in bike
6.3.19
riding or other group-related activities like deck hockey or disk golf.
Parks and Recreation Operations Recommendations
Conduct regular communication meetings between parks and recreation
6.4.1
#
Full List of Recommendations
staff and parks facilities maintenance staff.
Clearly
define the
role of the
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and
Parks and
Recreation
Facilities
Recommendations
6.4.2 reinvigorate this board as an important resource in planning for and
coordinating recreation events in the Township.
Hold regular meetings with Parks and Recreation staff and Cranberry
6.4.3 Township Library staff to share ideas and information to encourage
increased opportunities for both entities.
Parks and Recreation Maintenance of Facilities and Equipment Recommendations
Create a capital equipment replacement list that has a 3 to 5 year horizon
6.6.1 for each Township park to ensure that all Township equipment remains in
safe working order.
Budget for tree maintenance and removal to ensure that the Township's
6.6.2
tree canopy thrives and remains vibrant.
Develop a preventative maintenance plan specific to playground
6.6.3
inspections.
Designate practice fields and competition fields to increase the life cycle of
6.6.4
competition fields and to assist in maintenance of those fields.
Revise CLASS scheduling of fields to include more detail on type of use and
6.6.5
frequency to improve maintenance and ensure field quality.
Improve communication between park maintenance staff, parks and
6.6.6 recreation staff and the athletic associations specific to field scheduling
Comprehensive
Recreation and Open Space Plan
9.6.4 and
rotation.
Hold annual field usage seminar to educate field users of the athletic fields
6.6.7 on proper treatment and maintenance of the fields. Use "Athletic Field
6.3.16

4

5

safe working order.
#
Full Listand
of Recommendations
Budget for tree maintenance
removal to ensure that the Township's
6.6.2
Clearly
define
the
role
the
Parks
and Recreation Advisory Board and
tree
canopy
thrives
andofremains
vibrant.
Parks and
Recreation
Facilities
Recommendations
a preventative
maintenance
plan
specificintoplanning
playground
6.4.2 Develop
reinvigorate
this board as
an important
resource
for and
6.6.3
inspections.
coordinating recreation events in the Township.
Hold regular
meetings
with
and Recreation
and Cranberry
Designate
practice
fields
andParks
competition
fields tostaff
increase
the life cycle of
6.6.4
6.4.3 competition
Township Library
and information
to fields.
encourage
fieldsstaff
and to share
assist ideas
in maintenance
of those
Revise
CLASS
scheduling for
of fields
to include more detail on type of use and
increased
opportunities
both entities.
6.6.5
Parks and
Recreation
Maintenance
of Facilities
andfield
Equipment
frequency
to improve
maintenance
and ensure
quality. Recommendations
Improve
between
park maintenance
Create a communication
capital equipment
replacement
list that has astaff,
3 toparks
5 yearand
horizon
6.6.6
staff andpark
the to
athletic
associations
specificequipment
to field scheduling
6.6.1 recreation
for each Township
ensure
that all Township
remains in
and
safe rotation.
working order.
Budget
for tree
andtoremoval
ensure
that
Township's
Hold
annual
fieldmaintenance
usage seminar
educatetofield
users
of the athletic
fields
6.6.2
treeproper
canopy
thrives and
vibrant.
6.6.7 on
treatment
andremains
maintenance
of the fields. Use "Athletic Field
Develop a preventative maintenance plan specific to playground
6.6.3 Policy" and maintenance manuals as guides.
inspections.
Open Space
and Greenways Recommendations
Designate
practice fields and competition fields to increase the life cycle of
6.6.4 Expand existing parks to create larger, contiguous open space area for the
7.6.1
competition
and to assist in maintenance of those fields.
community tofields
enjoy.
Revise
CLASS
scheduling
of fields to include more detail on type of use and
6.6.5 Enforce existing regulations and Ordinance provisions with respect to
frequencyand
to improve
maintenance
and ensure
field
quality. etc.) to
7.6.2
buffersFull
(property,
wetland,
floodplain,
# setbacks
List ofriparian,
Recommendations
Improveour
communication
protect
open spaces. between park maintenance staff, parks and
Parks
Recreation
Recommendations
recreation
staff Facilities
and the athletic
associations specific to field scheduling
6.6.6 and
Explore opportunities through conservation, agricultural, and public access
and rotation.
7.6.3 easements (e.g. the Powell Farm Conservation Easement) to maintain
Hold annual
usage
to educate field
of theopen
athletic
fields
existing
openfield
space
andseminar
create opportunities
for users
additional
space.
6.6.7 on proper treatment and maintenance of the fields. Use "Athletic Field
Policy" andwhere
maintenance
asfloodplains,
guides.
Integrate,
feasible,manuals
wetlands,
and stream corridors into
Open
Space
and
Greenways
Recommendations
7.6.4 Best Management Practices (BMPs) for stormwater management and
Expand existing
parks to create larger, contiguous open space area for the
groundwater
recharge.
7.6.1
community to enjoy.
Achieve a balance between growth and our natural environment with a
Enforce existing regulations and Ordinance provisions with respect to
7.6.5 minimum percentage of open space in PRD, TND, or other creative land
7.6.2 setbacks and buffers (property, riparian, wetland, floodplain, etc.) to
development options involving compact development.
protect our open spaces.
Implement a program of Transferable Development Rights (TDRs), whereby
certain lands are identified as “Sending Areas” to remain open, and other
7.6.6
lands are identified as “Receiving Areas” to potentially absorb higher
intensities of developments.
Evaluate the feasibility of partnering with an organization such as a land
7.6.7 trust to purchase, own, protect, promote, and maintain open spaces and
greenways where appropriate.
Pedestrian and Bicycle Mobility Recommendations
Install bike racks at all community parks and other public facilities to
8.5.1 encourage ridership and to serve those already using bikes as a mode of
transportation.
Continue to educate the public regarding bike and pedestrian safety
8.5.2
through announcements, publications, and the Township website.
Update bike and pedestrian network maps and analyze current information
8.5.3 as frequently as possible to take advantage of opportunities that may arise
to complete missing links in the network.
Continue the public dialogue regarding the bike and pedestrian network to
8.5.4 make residents aware of improvements and to receive feedback from
# stakeholders.
Full List of Recommendations
Maintain
and enhance
the Recommendations
existing bicycle and pedestrian routes for safety
Parks and
Recreation
Facilities
and accessibility (give a high priority to low-cost items such as signage and
8.5.5
pavement marking along existing bicycle networks and adding picnic areas
along trails).
Continue zoning and land development ordinance provisions with respect
8.5.6
to pedestrian and bicycle mobility and connections.

Facility
All

Tier
1

Sustain/Grow
S

NA
All

1
1

S
S

1
1

S
S

All

1

S

NA
All

1

S

All
NA

1
1

S
S

All

1

S

All
All

31

S
G

All
NA
Facility

1
1
Tier

S
S
Sustain/Grow

NA

1

S

NA

1

S

NA

1

S

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
All
NA

8.5.7

Incorporate improvements into future roadway
reconstruction/rehabilitation projects.

6
NA

1

S

All

3

G

NA
NA

2
1

S
S

NA

2

S

NA

2

S

All

1

G

NA

1

S

NA

1

S

NA
Facility

1
Tier

S
Sustain/Grow

NA

1

G
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NA

1

G

NA

1

G

8.5.8 Concentrate on filling/connecting the “missing links” in theComprehensive
network.
NA and Open Space
1
Recreation
PlanG
Share the Township’s Recreation and Open Space Plan with adjacent
8.5.9
communities and County and State agencies.
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NA

1

G

9.6.5

Maintain
and
enhance
theTransferable
existing bicycle
and pedestrian
safety
Parks and
Recreation
Facilities
Recommendations
Implement
a program
of
Development
Rightsroutes
(TDRs),for
whereby
and
accessibility
a highaspriority
to low-cost
such
as signage
and
certain
lands are (give
identified
“Sending
Areas” toitems
remain
open,
and other
8.5.5
7.6.6 pavement marking along existing bicycle networks and adding picnic areas
lands are identified as “Receiving Areas” to potentially absorb higher
along
trails).
intensities
of developments.
Continue
zoning
and land development ordinance provisions with respect
8.5.6 Evaluate the feasibility of partnering with an organization such as a land
pedestrian
and bicycle
mobility
and connections.
7.6.7 to
trust
to purchase,
own, protect,
promote,
and maintain open spaces and
greenways where
appropriate.
Incorporate
improvements
into future roadway
8.5.7
Pedestrian
and Bicycle Mobility Recommendations
reconstruction/rehabilitation
projects.
Install
bike
racks
at
all
community
parks
and other
public
facilities
to
8.5.8 Concentrate on filling/connecting the
“missing
links”
in the
network.
8.5.1 encourage ridership and to serve those already using bikes as a mode of
Share the Township’s Recreation and Open Space Plan with adjacent
8.5.9 transportation.
communities
and County
and State
agencies.
Continue to educate
the public
regarding
bike and pedestrian safety
8.5.2
through
announcements,
publications,
and
Township
website.
Revise the Public and Private Improvementsthe
Code
(PPIC) to
incorporate
Update
bike
and
pedestrian
network
maps
and
analyze
current
information
8.5.10 design standards that implement the recommendations set forth
in the
8.5.3 Bicyclist
as frequently
as possibleConnections
to take advantage
and Pedestrian
Plan. of opportunities that may arise
to complete missing links in the network.
Continueopportunities
the public dialogue
regarding
the bikefor
andpublic/private
pedestrian network to
Explore
with private
landowners
8.5.11
make residents
aware
of
improvements
and
to
receive
feedback from
8.5.4 partnerships
to create linkages between travel generators/activity
nodes.
stakeholders.
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1
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NA
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NA
All

1
1

G
G

NA

1

G

NA

1

S

NA
NA

1
1

G
S

NA
NA

2
1

G
S

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
NA
NA

Key to Priority Tiers:

The Key to the “Tiers” is as follows:

Tier 1 = 1 to 3 years

Tier 1 1 to 3 years;
Tier2 24=to48 to
8 years
Tier
years;
and
Tier
3
=
9
to
20
years
Tier 3 9 to 20 years.

7

S = Sustain
G = Grow
The idea of the phased implementation program for recommended Recreation and Open Space amenities, is
to prioritize improvements and enhancements in accordance with a Capital Improvements Program. The Tier 1
recommendations are focused on the short-term of 1 to 3 years. In contrast, the Tier 3 recommendations look 9
to 20 years out and beyond. Given the current Recreation and Open Space opportunities in Cranberry Township,
and the desired improvements as voiced by the Stakeholders during the planning process, we have selected the
most desired enhancements for the short-term.
In any event, over the next 8 to 20 years and beyond, we will strive to balance the creation of new and expanded
facilities, activities, and programs, based on all of the analyses of this Plan. This will address improvements and
enhancements to all of the green networks of Cranberry Township, including the Parks & Recreation network, the
Open Space & Greenways network, and the Pedestrian & Bicycle Mobility network. The continued greening of
our community will result in an improved quality of life to demonstrate that Cranberry Township is built for you!

SIDELINES

9.6.6

As with The Cranberry Plan, successful implementation of the Recreation and Open
Space Plan relies on a number of factors – Public support and education, involved of
elected officials, intergovernmental cooperation and partnerships, financial support,
volunteer efforts, and YOU. Cranberry residents will be instrumental in the
implementation of the recommendations set forth here in the Recreation and Open
Space Plan.

Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan
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