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Background

× State Route that runs east/west from New Sewickley Township, Beaver 
County to Route 19 in Cranberry.

× 2.5 miles long in Cranberry Township.

× The corridor is developed with residential, commercial, office and light 
industrial uses.

× New developments in Cranberry Township along Freedom Road have 
dedicated road right-of-way for future expansion.

× There is a large volume of traffic using the corridor; a significant portion 
ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊΦ
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Background

× Much of the truck traffic on Freedom Road originates from development 
outside of Cranberry Township and access is restricted to Freedom Road 
because of weight limits.

× Long-term transportation planning for the corridor failed over the years due to 
differing opinions on how transportation needs should be addressed.  As a 
result, Cranberry is left with the challenge of how to manage traffic and its 
impact on land use in the corridor.  
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Why Plan?

ÅFuture road improvements.
ïPennDOTdoes not have funding in place, but a master 

plan will provide stakeholders the opportunity to 
influence future design and construction.

ÅIncreasing traffic.

ÅLand use.

ÅCitizen Advisory Panel recommendations.  
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Board of Supervisors Resolution #2008-63 (9/4/08)
Transportation and Land Use Master Plan Process

ÅSTEP ONE: Board resolution authorizing the process. 

ÅSTEP TWO:  Stakeholder meeting.

ÅSTEP THREE: Committee Meetings.

ÅSTEP FOUR: Planning Advisory Commission Review

ÅSTEP FIVE: Board of Supervisors Review



Three Study Areas 
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The Goal

ÅMaster Plan that addresses transportation and land use.

ÅTransportation
ïContext Sensitive Design.
ïAccess Management.
ïCongestion management.

ÅLand Use
ïProperty values.
ïImpacts of new development.
ïReview zoning options and their impacts.
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Freedom Road Master Plan Status Update
STEP ONE: Board resolution authorizing the process. 

V approved September 4, 2008

STEP TWO:  Stakeholder meeting.

V HaineSchool Public Meeting ςDecember 15, 2008

STEP THREE: Committee Meetings.

V Committee Meeting #1 ςJanuary 15, 2009

V Committee Meeting #2 ςFebruary 18, 2009

V Committee Meeting #3 ςApril 22, 2009

V Committee Meeting #4 ςMay 27, 2009

V Committee Meeting #5 ςJune 22, 2009

Board of Supervisors Meeting  ςAugust 6, 2009 ςReview of challenges to process; Board requested that one more meeting with each 
Committee be held.

V Committee Meeting #6 ςSeptember 22, 2009

Board of Supervisors Meeting ςSeptember 24, 2009 ςUpdate on process.

STEP FOUR: Planning Advisory Commission review.  

V December 7, 2009 ςreviewed draft report and collected input from public.

V February 1, 2010 ςreviewed revised report (revised map and use comparison chart), collected input, and made recommendation to 
Board of Supervisors.

STEP FIVE: Board consideration of recommendations.

V March 4, 2010
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Smart Transportation Principles

·Tailor solutions to the 
context.

·Tailor the approach.

·Plan all projects in 
collaboration with the 
community.

·Plan for alternative 
transportation modes.

·Use sound professional 
judgment.

·Scale the solution to the 
size of the problem.
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PennDOT 
Smart Transportation 
Principles

Freedom Road

1. Money counts.

2. Leverage and preserve existing 
investments. 

3. Choose projects with high/value ratio.

4. Safety always and maybe safety only.

5. Look beyond level-of-service.

6. Accommodate all modes of travel

7. Enhance local network.

8. Build towns, not sprawl.

9. Understand the context; plan and 
design within the context.

10.Develop local governments as strong 
land use partners.
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Road Design and Traffic Management 
Considerations: 

Å Central, landscaped median on Freedom Road, with controlled access.

Å Controlled access to arterial roadways via parallel roads and shared access 
points.

Å Access road paralleling Freedom Road.

Å Design easily maintained green medians.

Å Pedestrian access via sidewalks and crosswalks.

Å Restricted turning movements from parallel roads that may connect to 
LaporteDrive and Rolling Road to prohibit cut-through traffic in the 
neighborhoods to the south.
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Road Design and Traffic Management 
Considerations: 

·Develop a context-sensitive roadway design that includes sidewalks, 
landscaping, signage, lighting and other streetscape elements.

·Create vehicular and pedestrian connections between 
developments.

·Buffer the existing residential development from the expanded 
roadway.

·Work to create an interconnected street system around Freedom 
Road to help alleviate congestion by providing alternatives.
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Guidelines for Land Use Decisions from 
The Cranberry Plan

Å Integrated land uses.

Å Land use policies that maintain a balanced tax base.

Å A regulatory scheme that promotes and incentivizes mixed use 
development.

Å A review process that reviews and mitigates land use conflicts.

Å A philosophy that emphasizes form over use.

Å Remain aware of the land use goals of adjacent municipalities.
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Guidelines for Land Use Decisions from 
The Cranberry Plan

ÅAttractiveness to existing and prospective businesses                 
and residents. 

ÅEfficient use of remaining land resources.

ÅA competitive business and residential tax environment.

ÅMaintain a balance of development and environmental 
protection.
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Study Area A


